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MISSION  GETS  8th  TAX  REVOLT 

TOP  COP  IN  7 YEARS  AGAINST  CRIME 


by-Brian  Doohan  and  Victor  Miller 

^^eorge  Kowalski,  who  marks  his 
30th  year  with  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  in  June,  was  named  as  Mission 
Station’s  eighth  Captain  in  seven  years  last 
month  by  new  Police  Chief  Tony  Ribera  who, 
himself,  was  promoted  after  two  months  in 
that  post. 

A native  of  Chicago  who  served  two 
shifts  in  the  Mission  and,  most  recently, 
headed  the  Tenderloin  Task  Force,  Kowalski 
told  the  News  he  has  “no  plans  to  retire”  when 
he  reaches  the  30th  anniversary  after  which 


police  officers  are  entitled  to  pensions 
equivalent  to  their  salary. 

Mission  community  leaders  and  residents 
were  generally  encouraged  by  Ribera’s 
promotion  and  Kowalski’s  appointment,  but 
there  has  been  mounting  concern  that  the 
rapid-fire  shuffling  of  brass  which  accelerated 
during  Richard  Hongisto’s  strange  and  stormy 
tenure  as  Chief  has  hampered  the  fight  against 
the  Mission’s  ever-spiraling  crime.  You  have 
to  go  all  the  way  back  to  now-  retired  Vic 
Macia  to  find  a Captain  who’s  commanded 
Mission  Station  for  even  two  years, 
continued  on  page  4 


by  Tara  Kramer 

I uelled  by  the  perception  that  crime  is 
rising  out  of  control  and  tired  of  band-aid 
solutions  from  City  officials,  some  100  Mis- 
sion and  Excelsior  residents  and  merchants 
have  pledged  to  withold  their  December  City 
property  taxes  and  place  them  in  an  escrow  ac- 
count to  pay  for  police  services  in  their  areas. 

The  move,  led  by  merchants  Ron  Norlin 
and  Carolyn  Goodson,  may  keep  an  estimated 
$50,000  out  of  City  coffers  by  the  December 
10th  deadline.  City  officials  call  the  move 
“unproductive”  and  say  they  will  place  liens 


on  the  properties  of  any  participant.  Mer- 
chants face  costs  and  penalties  of  18%  and  the 
eventual  loss  of  their  properties,  according  to 
the  City  Tax  Collector. 

Undaunted,  Carolyn  Goodson,  who  owns 
a card  and  gift  shop  on  24th  Street  says, 
“We’re  mad  as  hell  and  we’re  not  going  to 
take  it  any  more. 

“We’ve  seen  nothing  happening.  We  at- 
tend police  and  neighborhood  meetings,  we  go 
to  the  Mayor’s  and  Supervisors’  offices.  We 
make  telephone  calls  and  write  letters." 

None  of  this,  she  said,  has  stopped  the  es- 
continued  on  page  5 


SHELTER  PLAN  GETS  GOAHEAD 


by  Joe  Entin 

/Respite  opposition  from  24th  Street 
merchants  and  a group  of  Inner  Mission  resi- 
dents, the  City  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  unan- 
imously approved  the  proposed  expansion  of  a 
homeless  shelter  located  in  St.  Peter’s  Church 
at  24th  and  Alabama.  “Some  projects  are  just 
on  the  side  of  the  angels,”  proclaimed  Appeals 
Board  President  Neil  Eisenberg,  alluding  to 
the  shelter  run  by  the  Dolores  Street  Com- 
munity Group,  which  has  proposed  to  increase 
the  facility  from  20  to  50  beds. 

The  expansion  had  been  approved  by  the 
Planning  Department,  but  was  appealed  by  the 
24th  Street  Merchants’  Association  over  con- 
cerns that  the  shelter  will  have  an  adverse  im- 
pact ont  he  24th  Street  commercial  corridor. 
“We  are  not  opposed  to  a shelter  program,  we 
just  don’t  want  it  where  our  families  and 
friends  come  to  do  their  shopping,”  explained 
one  opponent  speaking  at  the  November  18th 
Appeals  Board  hearing. 

The  shelter  was  started  in  1988  and  now 


serves  single  Latino  men,  most  of  whom  are 
day-laborers.  Over  50  supporters  of  the  shel- 
ter — including  current  and  former  clients, 
members  of  St.  Peter’s  parish,  neighbors  and 
local  merchants  — attended  the  hearing.  Only 
five  opponents  testified  against  the  expansion. 

Opponents  expressed  concern  about  the 
lack  of  case  management  provided  to  the 
shelter’s  clients.  Jim  Lowder,  Director  of  the 
Dolores  Street  Community  Group,  admitted 
that  the  program  does  not  offer  extensive  so- 
cial services.  “It’s  better  to  have  50  people  off 
the  streets  in  a safe  environment  rather  than 
sleeping  in  the  community.  Our  goal  is  simp- 
ly to  get  people  off  the  street.” 

“There  has  been  a half-billion  dollar 
decrease  in  the  City’s  general  fund.  Unfor- 
tunately, case  management  is  a luxury  at  this 
point,”  explained  Larry  Cruz,  Director  of  the 
Mayor’s  Office  Homelessness  Program,  em- 
phasizing the  lack  of  funding  for  social  ser- 
vices for  the  homeless.  “(The  Dolores  Street 
Community  Group’s]  contract  is  to  build  a 
Ford,  not  a Cadillac,"  Cruz  commented. 


He  added  that  the  City  contains  only 
1,600  shelter  beds  for  a population  whose  offi- 
cial estimate  is  roughly  6,000  - 8,000  home- 
less persons. 

Lowder  stated  the  shelter’s  supporters 
have  been  meeting  regularly  with  the  mer- 
chants and  have  agreed  to  a number  of  conces- 
sions, including  the  establishment  of  a 
citizens’  advisory  board  that  will  be  estab- 
lished to  monitor  the  shelter.  Lowder  noted 
that  the  shelter  has  agreed  to  join  the  24th 
Street  Merchants’  Association  and  implement 
a “good-neighbors"  policy,  and  that  the  shelter 
will  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  for  extensive  street  cleaning. 

Glenda  Powell,  a board  member  of  the 
Inner  Mission  Neighbors,  said  that  60  out  of 
70  members  of  the  group  voted  to  oppose  the 
expansion.  Powell  expressed  concern  that  the 
shelter  does  not  serve  the  Mission’s  most 
needy  homeless  population.  “A  large  number 
of  clients  who  use  the  facility  are  people  who 
are  working  and  could  afford  to  provide  their 
own  housing,  but  have  elected  to  not  use  their 


money  for  housing,”  Powell  commented. 

Jose  Alfaro,  who  stayed  at  the  shelter 
when  it  first  opened  four  years  ago.  says  that 
without  the  shelter’s  services,  he  wouldn’t  be 
working  permanently  today.  Alfaro  explained 
that  roost  day-  laborers  can  find  work  only  one 
or  two  days  a week.  “If  you  had  a good  day, 
you  made  $80,  you  can  rent  a room  for  $15. 
But  if  you  don’t  work  that  day,  you  do  need 
the  services.”  Asked  where  he  would  sleep  if 
he  didn’t  get  a bed  at  the  shelter,  AJfaro 
responded,  “We  have  to  go  and  sleep  under  a 
freeway  or  at  Franklin  Park  or  stay  in  a car.” 

Despite  the  disagreement  over  the  shelter 
at  St.  Peters,  everyone  speaking  at  the  hearing 
acknowledged  that  San  Francisco  lacks  ade- 
quate housing  and  services  for  its  homeless 
citizens.  Currently,  guests  wait  in  line  up  to 
two  hours  each  night  for  a bed  at  the  St. 
Peter’s  shelter. 

“I’m  not  here  to  protest  homeless  shel- 
ters," admitted  Rosa  Rivera,  who  opposed  the 
shelter  expansion.  “I  think  they’re  greatly 
needed.” 
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HOW  THE  MISSION  VOTED 


by  Brian  Doohan 

/l^ssion  voters  turned  out  in  near-re- 
cord  numbers  to  deliver  an  unprecedented 
thrashing  to  George  Bush,  his  colleagues  and 
his  policies  but  divided  their  loyalties  among 
the  candidates  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

In  the  first  major  election  since  redistric- 
ting, 61.5%  of  the  Mission  turned  out  to  vote. 
84%  of  these  chose  Bill  Clinton  to  be  the  next 
President  of  the  United  States.  Only  9.5%  felt 
Bush  deserved  another  four  years  and  Ross 
Perot  gathered  a measly  5.5%  total.  By  com- 
parison, San  Francisco  gave  72.5%  of  its  vote 
to  Clinton,  18%  to  Bush  and  9%  to  the  rich 
guy. 

Results  in  the  partisan  races  for  Senate, 
Congress,  State  Senate  and  Assembly  were,  in 
some  cases,  even  worse  for  the  Republicans. 
Dianne  Feinstein,  Barbara  Boxer,  Nancy  Pelo- 
si,  Milton  Marks  and  Willie  Brown  all  gained 
over  80%  of  the  vote  and  Peace  & Freedom 
Parly  candidates  trounced  Republicans  in  se- 
veral Mission  precincts.  The  ultimate  humi- 
liation occurred  in  the  Valencia  Gardens 
projects  where  the  Republican  candidate  for 
State  Senate  was  even  beaten  by  a Libertarian! 

Liberal  and  Conservative 

George  Bush  did  best  (16%!)  around 
16th  & Mission,  a neighborhood  populated  by 
two  of  the  Mission’s  most  conservative  groups 
- seniors  and  career  criminals.  This  precinct, 
3709,  also  had  the  lowest  turnout  (38.6%),  and 
the  highest  YES  vote  on  Gov.  Wilson’s  anti- 
welfare Prop.  165  (22%). 

The  hardworking  lateniters,  heroin  dea- 
lers, carjackers  and  previously-owned  car  ra- 
dio vendors  of  this  BART  Plaza  precinct  also 
expressed  their  dissatisfaction  with  their  pan- 
handler competition  (and  the  police  attention 
they  attract)  by  supporting  Mayor  Jordan’s 
Proposition  K by  a five  vote  margin  - the  only 
precinct  in  the  Mission  to  do  so. 

By  contrast,  the  most  liberal  precinct  in 
the  Mission  was  3714  around  19th  and  Gue- 
rrero. Here,  George  Bush  found  only  5%  of 


the  vote,  as  did  Republican  candidates  John 
Seymour  and  Bruce  Hcrschensohn.  Nancy 
Pelosi’s  Republican  foe  gained  only  3%  of  the 
vote  while  Marks’  strongest  challenger  was 
Giovanni  Graham,  a female  impersonator 
from  the  P&FP  who  left  his/her  Republican 
opposition  in  the  dust. 

Precinct  3714  also  provided  the  highest 
margin  of  victory  for  Proposition  H to  limit 
rent  increases  (80%),  and  the  least  support  for 
Propositions  J (32%)  and  165  (14.5%). 

Ross  Perot’s  quixotic  but  well-financed 
campaign  was  best  received  along  the  16th 
Street  “New  Bohemia”  and  the  live-work  wa- 
rehouse spaces  east  of  Harrison.  Those  wacky 
artists! 

Supervisoral  Muddle 

If  the  rest  of  the  City  had  voted  like  the 
Mission,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  would  have 
a distinctly  progressive  look.  Angela  Alioto 
and  Sue  Bierman  finished  one-two  in  the  Mis- 
sion, as  in  San  Francisco,  but  they  were  follo- 
wed by  Cleve  Jones,  Terrence  Hallinan,  Jose 
Medina  and  Jim  Gonzalez.  Willie  Kennedy, 
Barbara  Kaufman  and  Tom  Hsieh  were  all 
elected  but,  in  the  Mission,  were  bunched  in  a 
second-tier  group  with  Maria  Martinez  and 
former-  everything  Richard  Hongisto. 

Alioto,  campaigning  as  a moderate,  was 
able  to  capture  18  of  the  Mission’s  32  pre- 
cincts and  tied  with  Cleve  Jones  in  another. 
Jones  won  7 precincts  on  his  own,  but  his  sup- 
port fell  off  sharply  east  of  Guerrero  to  the  ex- 
tent that,  at  16th  and  Mission,  he  finished  an 
undistinguished  11th,  trailing  all  of  those  na- 
med above. 

Sue  Bierman  won  four  precincts,  doing 
her  best  in  the  western  part  of  the  Mission  be- 
tween 24th  and  Army.  Hallinan  was  the  lea- 
der on  Liberty  Street  while  Medina  won  the 
area  around  20th  and  Bryant. 

What  Next  for  Latinos? 

Jim  Gonzalez  did  not  win  a single  Mis- 
sion precinct.  His  defeat  leaves  the  Latino 
community  without  representation  at  City 
Hall.  But  that  could  change  if  Sup.  Roberta 
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Achtenbcrg,  a strong  and  early  supporter  of 
Bill  Clinton,  receives  a Federal  appointment, 
allowing  Mayor  Jordan  to  handpick  her  suc- 
cessor. 

Jordan  has  already  appointed  his  Repu- 
blican goddaughter  Anncmarie  Conroy  to  the 
Board  and  would  clearly  like  to  choose  anot- 
her conservative.  But  Manny  Rosales,  the  Re- 
publican head  of  the  Hispanic  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  finished  11th  in  the  City  and  13th 
in  the  Mission  - trailing  not  only  all  of  the  se- 
rious candidates  but  one  William  Brown  Jr.,  a 
perennial  candidate  who  tries  to  fool  the  vo- 
ters  into  confusing  him  with  the  Assem- 
blyman. 

By  choosing  Rosales  or  another  conser- 
vative like  school  board  member  Carlota  del 
Portillo,  Jordan  would  have  a majority  amena- 
ble to  his  right  wing  agenda  until  1994,  when 
such  person,  like  Conroy,  is  certain  to  be  dum- 
ped by  the  voters,  weakening  the  Mayor’s 


own  chances  of  re-election. 

Although  it  is  unlikely  that  he  would  ap- 
point Medina  or  Martinez  or  any  community- 
based  liberal,  Jordan  has  to  be  at  least 
weighing  the  option  of  a moderate,  hence  re- 
electible  candidate  - perhaps  from  the  business 
community  (24th  Street  merchant  and  Com- 
missioner Rosa  Rivera  and  the  ever-gregarious 
Cesar  Ascarrunz  come  to  mind)  or  a new  face 
like  local  attorney  Antonio  Salazar-  Hobson 
who  missed  election  to  the  College  Board  by 
only  59  votes  in  his  first  run  for  elective  offi- 
ce. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Mayor  could  well 
opt  to  stay  the  course  and  damn  the  conse- 
quences by  appointing  a conservative  Latino 
or  a non -Latino  corporate  mouthpiece,  regard- 
less of  what  happens  in  1994  and  1995.  In 
such  case,  the  short-term  neglect  of  the  Mis- 
sion will  certainly  provoke  long-term  respon- 
se. 
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continued  from  page  1 

While  expressing  sympathy  for  the  mer- 
chants and  for  residents  concerned  with  the 
street  vendors,  as  well  as  prostitutes,  derelicts 
and  undocumented  day  laborers,  Kowalski 
declared  that  getting  a handle  on  street 
violence  would  be  his  main  concern.  To  do 
so,  he  promises  to  reorganize  the  C-POP  beat 
officers  and  extend  their  hours.  “Occasional- 
ly, we  will  saturate  high  crime  areas  for  a few 
hours,”  he  said,  explaining  that  a short  term, 
high  profile  presence  is  more  likely  to  lead  to 
what  he  calls  "quality  arrests". 

The  situation  with  the  courts  and  the 
prisons  seems  to  frustrate  the  new  Captain  as 
it  has  no  doubt  vexed  most,  if  not  all,  of  his 
recent  predecessors.  “Perhaps  half  of  the 
65,000  cases  brought  to  the  District  Attorney 
every  year  are  dismissed,”  said  Kowalski  “and 
the  voters  just  rejected  bonds  for  a new  jail. 

“Businesspeople  don’t  want  people  pan- 
handling in  front  of  their  store,  I can  under- 
stand that,  but  residents  are  more  worried 
about  being  rolled." 

Before  transferring  to  the  Tenderloin, 
Kowalski  was  at  Mission  Station  briefly  in 
1987  and  for  several  years  in  the  early  70s. 
“Over  the  last  20  years  the  crime  problem  here 
has  magnified,”  he  said.  Although  he  feels 
Mission  Station  has  enough  Spanish-speaking 
officers,  he  noted  language  and  cultural 
problems  in  the  Tenderloin  and,  with  a num- 
ber of  various  Asian  groups  moving  into  the 
Mission,  feels  a need  for  more  officers  fluent 
in  these  languages  to  overcome  “the  tradition- 
al distrust  Southeast  Asians  have  of  the 
police”. 

Julie  Schiff  of  the  Tenderloin  Times,  who 
observed  Kowalski’s  work  with  the  Tender- 
loin Task  Force,  said  that  the  group  had  many 
many  arrests,  but  complained  of  a “revolving 
door”  through  which  most  shortly  returned  to 
the  street. 

Kowalski  views  his  greatest  success  in 
‘the  loin"  as  cleaning  up  Civic  Center  Plaza. 


“It  was  a pit,"  he  remembers...  “overrun  with 
crack  dealers.  It  took  three  or  four  months  of 
constant  pressure  and  thousands  of  arrests  to 
get  it  under  control." 

And  then...  perhaps  already  aware  of  a 
crime  problem  in  the  Mission  that  migrates 
from  the  BART  Plaza  to  Valencia  Gardens,  to 
Dolores  Park,  to  Mission  Playground,  to  Ber- 
nal Dwellings,  to  24th  Street  and  back  to  16th 
& Mission,  he  noted:  “All  those  fellows  (from 
Civic  Center)  moved  up  to  Jones  Street.” 

The  new  Captain  also  responded  to  three 
issues  that  chronically  raise  tempers  in  the 
Mission: 

Prostitution:  Kowalski  is  skeptical  about 
the  proposed  “mapping”  strategy,  in  which  the 
hookers  would  face  increased  penalties  for 
doing  business  in  several  areas  including  Capp 
Street.  “They  tried  that  ten  years  ago  in  Hayes 
Valley  and  it  didn’t  work  then.  It’s  like 
legalizing  prostitution  in  the  non-mapped 
areas...  you  ask  where  they  would  go  (if  not 
Capp  Street)  and  everybody  says  ’not  my 
neighborhood’.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
giving  prostitutes  jail  time  will  put  an  end  to 
it,  but  with  the  jail  overcrowding...”  he  breaks 
off  with  a shrug. 

Carjackings:  “When  I worked  in  the 
Western  Addition  ten  years  ago,  they  were 
called  red-light  bandits.  There’s  nothing  new 
about  carjackings  • it’s  a name  that  the  media 
gave  it.”  He  added  that  the  publicity  itself 
may  be  encouraging  copycat  crimes. 

Illegal  Aliens:  Following  a series  of 
drug-related  incidents  in  Dolores  Park  that 
culminated  in  the  firebombing  of  a witness’ 
home  and  day  care  center,  there  has  been  a 
clamor  for  repeal  of  the  City’s  sanctuary  or- 
dinance. Despite  amendments,  the  issues  was 
perhaps  a major  contributor  to  the  defeat  of 
Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  who  had  criticized 
police  sweeps  at  the  Club  Elegente  several 
years  previous.  “We're  not  interested  in 
sweeping  people  up  because  they  look 
Hispanic  or  Nigerian,”  Kowalski  said,  “we’re 
dealing  with  criminals  and  if  we  can  get  rid  of 
these  people  we’ll  do  it.  I’m  not  interested  in 
grabbing  people  just  because  they’re  illegal  ” 
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upstairs.  Permits  for  cafc/dcli  okayed,  avail- 
able. 

HEART  OF  THE  MISSION: 
3251-57  Mission  St.,  2 story  vict. 

2 large  flats  upstairs  with  Rest, 
downstairs.  Asking  $560K. 


PRIME  CORNER:  comer  15th 
and  De  Haro  streets,  2 story 
building,  ideal  for  Rest.,  BAr,  del 
w/ parking  lot.  Owner  will  carr) 
loan.  Price  $750K 

4 

NEIGHBORHOOD  LOUNGE;  1307 
Geneva  at  Naples.  Business  opportunity  for 
sale.  Great  master  lease  for  entire  building. 
S95K. 


LINGSCH  REAL  ESTATE  Co. 

3232  Mission  St.,  S.F.  • San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


lie  observed  that  Ribera,  since  taking 
over  as  Chief,  has  been  moving  to  increase 
cooperation  between  the  often  far-flung  and 
sometimes  duplicative  elements  of  the  Depart- 
ment allowing,  for  example,  more  interface 
between  Mission  Station  officers  and  citywide 
organizations  like  the  Gang  Task  Force.  In 
taking  on  the  high  crime  Precinct  414  around 
the  16th  Street  BART  Plaza  (otherwise  known 
as  the  Devil’s  Quadrangle),  he  listed  the 
Citywide  Crime  Suppression,  Vice,  Tactical 
and  Narcotics  units  as  ready  to  go  to  work, 
with  the  possible  addition  of  BART  Police  and 
California  parole  officers. 

Based  on  his  experience  in  the  Tender- 


loin, he  would  like  to  revive  the  program  tar- 
geting crime-ridden  hotels  such  as  the  Grand 
Southern  which  was  forced  to  clean  up  (a  lit- 
tle) under  the  combined  pressure  of  the  police, 
building  inspectors  and  other  agencies  but... 
again...  this  will  depend  on  budgetary  con- 
siderations which  don’t  look  very  good  at  the 
moment. 

One  other  bit  of  bad  news  that  Kowalski 
shared...  construction  on  the  new  Mission  Sta- 
tion at  17th  and  Valencia  has  been  pul  back 
again  and  the  facility  will  not  open  in  1994,  as 
promised,  but  in  the  summer  of  1995  (or 
later). 


ROOF  LEAKS? 
WATER  DAMAGE? 

Call  the  Detective: 

Inspections,  Patching,  Caulking, 
Waterproofing 

Robt.  Gill  Co. 

558-0658 

LIC.  #302079  SINCE  1974 


You  ve  never  re  til y tried  MEXICAN  FOOD  until  you've  been  to: 


Puerto  Alegre  Restaurant  No.  1 

now  serving  che  besc  Margaricas  in  the  Bay  Area 
546  Valencia  Sc.  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  255-8201 


Puerto  Alegre  Restaurant  No.2 

25th  & Bryant  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-7063 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 


Furniture 

Books 

Clothing 


FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 
621-2581 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON  - FRI  9-8 
SAT -SUN  10-6:30 


LOWEST  PRICES  1855  MISSION  STREET 

MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%  • Fresh  Stock  Each  Day 


1 ' ” 

Casanova 

COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 
SPORT  BAR 

★ Pool  Table 

★ Big  Screen  T.V. 

★ CD  Juke  Box 

FRIDAYS  & SATURDAYS 
LIVE  MUSIC  & DANCING 
HAPPY  HOURS  5-7  PM 
OPEN  10AM  - 2AM  EVERYDAY 

527  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  (415)  863-9328 
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TAX  REVOLT 

continued  from  page  1 

calation  of  crime  in  the  Mission.  A press 
statement  decried:  "Shootings,  drug  dealing, 
rauggings,  public  drinking,  graffiti,  armed  as- 
saults, kidnapping  and  the  use  of  sidewalks 
and  doorways  as  toilets  are  at  an  all  time  high. 
City  Hall  and  the  SFPD  seem  to  not  care  about 
our  Mission  district  and,  after  dark,  police 
patrols  seem  to  fade  away.” 

The  last  straw  came  in  November  when, 
Goodson  said,  "We  saw  a boy  dead  in  the 
street  at  5:45  in  the  evening  on  the  way  to  a 
community  meeting.”  She  said  a merchant 
was  "grazed"  by  a shot  in  the  same  early 
November  incident. 

Ron  Norlin,  a Mission  resident  also  or- 
ganizing the  effort,  said,  ‘Tve  lived  in  the 
Mission  20  years  and  have  never  felt  as  unsafe 
as  now.  People  in  the  Mission  are  scared  to 
go  out  after  dark.  This  has  to  stop.  I have 
friends  who  will  not  come  to  my  home  be- 
cause they  are  scared." 

Goodson  said,  "Families  used  to  walk 
down  the  streets  in  the  evening.  No  more. 
Now  it’s  graffiti,  burglary,  beer  bottles. 
Everything  is  out  of  hand  and  we’ve  felt  so 
helpless,  those  of  us  who  work.” 

Goodson  said  she  paid  "several 
thousand"  in  taxes  every  year.  “We’re  taxed 
through  the  nose  for  our  little  tiny  businesses. 

I have  a basic  store  with  gift  items.  I pay  sales 
taxes,  city  and  county  taxes,  business  license 
taxes,  income  taxes  and  state  taxes.  Plus,  I 
pay  to  replace  all  the  broken  windows  and 
merchandise  stolen.” 

City  officials,  she  said,  did  nothing  to  al- 
leviate the  bad  business  climate.  "Nobody 
takes  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  stops  it.  In- 
stead, we  hear  ’it’s  not  my  Department,  the 
Police  Department’s  hands  are  tied,  we’re  un- 
derstaffed.’ We  get  excuses  all  the  time.” 

Representing  Mayor  Frank  Jordan's  of- 
fice, press  secretary  Bob  Forsyth  said  the 
decision  to  place  City  property  taxes  in  an 


Tax  rebels  Carolyn  Goodson  and  Ron  Norlin. 

escrow  account  was  “counterproductive”. 

“If  someone  does  not  pay  taxes,  the  city 
moves  in  on  that.  They  have  a duty  to  collect 
taxes.” 

Asked  if  the  City  would  be  obliged  to 
board  up  and  auction  over  100  businesses  and 
residences,  he  said.  “We  don’t  think  that  will 
happen." 

He  added,  “We  understand  there  is  a 
crime  problem.” 

A spokesman  for  Anthony  Ribera’s  of- 
fice said  he  was  unaware  of  the  impending  tax 
strike  and  any  plans  to  beef  up  police  services, 
and  referred  inquiries  to  the  Mission  Police 
Station. 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 

Officer  Louis  Schonhorn,  representing 
Mission  Station,  said  adding  even  5 or  6 new 
officers  "would  not  make  a difference”. 

Mission  Station,  he  said,  “only  has  20  of- 
ficers for  all  of  the  day  watch.  That’s  on  a 
good  day.  Everybody’s  doing  different  things. 
It  doesn’t  mean  20  officers  are  on  patrol. 

“The  only  solution  is  to  increase  the 
numbers  of  police.  Calls  for  service  have  in- 
creased 30%  in  the  past  5 years.  We  are 
pushed  beyond  what  we  can  handle." 

The  SFPD  employs  only  1,675  officers 
out  of  a maximum  force  of  1,800  officers,  ac- 
cording to  Schonbom. 

The  proposed  escrow  account  would  hire 


San  Francisco  Patrol  Special  Police,  an  agency 
with  professionally  trained,  armed  sworn  of- 
ficers whose  services  are  available,  for  hire,  to 
private  citizens, 

Cal  Wiley,  who  directs  operations  for 
SFPSP  in  the  Mission  District,  said,  "If  people 
want  to  hire  us,  they  .can.  I have  22  years’  ex- 
perience, and  other  officers  have  10  years’  ex- 
perience at  least.  Private  citizens  can  call  and 
we  patrol.  This  is  all  legitimate  and  legal* 
Wiley  said  he  had  no  involvement  in  the 
escrow  set  up,  however.  "I  don’t  want  to  get 
involved  in  any  legal  battle.” 

City  Tax  Collector  Thad  Brown,  com- 
menting on  the  proposed  action,  said  “I'm  in 
sympathy  with  their  motives,  but  I don’t  see  a 
business  point  of  view  in  withholding  taxes  in 
terms  of  property  and  credit.  Most  properties 
have  a mortgage  and  lenders  usually  have  a 
stipulation  that  taxes  are  to  be  kept  current.  It 
gives  lenders  an  opportunity  to  recall  the  loan 
agreement.” 

He  added,  "In  San  Francisco,  this  is  a 
thing  to  remember:  real  estate  is  a valuable 
commodity,  and  it’s  not  like  the  City’s  not 
going  to  get  (its  taxes).  Very  few  properties 
are  ever  auctioned  off.  Someone  always 
comes  in  and  pays  these  costs  and  bails  the 
property  out.  It’s  just  so  valuable." 

Norlin  counters  that  he  and  his  fellow 
merchants  are  sincere  about  placing  their  taxes 
in  escrow.  “Merchants  are  going  to  go 
bankrupt  if  they  don’t  get  police  protection.” 
“You  don't  have  stupid  people,  you  have 
angry  people,”  Goodson  said.  Referring  to  the 
prospect  of  a lien  on  her  property  and  the 
eventual  loss  of  her  business,  she  said:  "Sure 
it’s  a threat.  But  graffiti  is  a threat,  and  so  is 
no  one  shopping  here.” 

Asked  if  she  considered  withholding 
taxes  illegal,  she  said:  “I  consider  murder  il- 
legal, vandalism  illegal,  assault  and  battery  il- 
legal. This  will  put  it  in  a little  perspective.” 

* * * * * * *¥ * 
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WE  OFFER.  A VARIETY  OF  MEATS 
AND  cheeses  Displayed  i na  our 

CuLASS  CASX ALE  SANDWICHES 
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PROJECT 

DEMAND 

by  Joe  Entin 

^^emands  for  improved  living  condi- 
tions issued  by  tenants  of  Bernal  Dwellings 
have  finally  captured  the  attention  of  major 
local  media  and  the  San  Francisco  Housing 
Authority  (SFHA)  which  owns  the  200-unit 
public  housing  development  located  at  Army 
and  Folsom.  The  tenants  presented  their 
demands  for  repairs  and  increased  main- 
tenance in  a petition  to  SFHA  with  over  500 
signatures. 

Although  television  coverage  has  tem- 
porarily forced  the  Housing  Authority  brass  to 
finally  face  allegations  of  gross  mismanage- 
ment and  neglect  of  the  project,  the  real  test 
for  the  tenants  and  neighborhood  supporters 
will  come  over  the  next  several  months  as 
media  attention  inevitably  fades  away.  The 
Housing  Authority,  which  has  avoided  its 
maintenance  responsibilities  for  many  years, 
will  not  change  its  tune  over  night  (although  it 
will  undoubtedly  bow  to  political  pressure  and 
come  up  with  some  temporary  “quick-fix”  im- 
provements. Only  long-term  pressure  from  a 
broad-based  coalition  of  tenants  and  com- 
munity groups  can  provide  the  political  clout 
and  unwavering  dedication  needed  to  hash  out 
concrete,  permanent  solutions  to  the  problems 
plaguing  the  project  and  the  surrounding  area. 

The  media  have  proven  typically 
hypocritical  in  their  coverage  of  the  tenants’ 
plight.  It  was  only  a month  ago  when  the  Ex- 
aminer publicly  demonized  the  Bernal 
Dwellings  residents  over  the  beating  of  Seattle 
truck  driver  David  Groves.  The  paper  painted 


TENANTS 

CHANGE 

the  project  as  a violent  den  of  thieves,  and 
portrayed  the  beating  of  the  truck  driver  as  a 
symbolic  act  of  racial  hatred.  Didn’t  the  hor- 
des of  reporters  notice  the  atrocious  living 
conditions  when  they  visited  Bernal  Dwellings 
in  October? 

“It  was  printed  in  the  paper  that  the  tennis 
shoes  (hanging  from  the  telephone  wire)  rep- 
resent ’don’t  tread  here’  and  that  the  hanging 
doll  represented  white  people...  We  didn't  like 
that,  but  we  didn’t  have  a voice  in  it  because 
we  are  low-income  people.  This  is  the  first 
time  we’ve  had  a voice.  If  the  man  who  had 
been  beat  (David  Groves)  had  been  black,  we 
still  wouldn’t  be  getting  attention...  It’s  only 
because  the  media  wanted  to  compare  this 
situation  to  the  Rodney  King  incident  in 
L.A.,"  stated  Letonia  Murdock,  President  of 
the  Bernal  Dwellings  Tenant  Association  in 
October,  after  the  articles  on  the  truck  driver 
beating  appeared  in  the  Chronicle  and  Ex- 
aminer. 

The  housing  Authority  scrambling  to  find 
excuses  for  the  intolerable  condition  of  the 
Dwellings,  has  proved  as  two-faced  and  op- 
portunistic as  the  media.  At  a meeting  on 
November  19th  attended  by  over  80  tenants 
and  neighbors,  Deborah  Whittle,  the  Housing 
Authority’s  Director  of  Resident  Services, 
proclaimed  the  Authority’s  dedication  to 
“partnerships".  Barbara  Neighbors,  the  Hous- 
ing Authority’s  Resident  Organizer,  com- 
plained the  tenants  didn’t  voice  their 
complaints  through  established  channels. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  shards  of  glass 
imbedded  in  the  project’s  central  courtyard. 


the  gaping  holes  in  the  corridor  walls  and  the 
grime  covering  the  hallway  floors  recognizes 
that  the  Housing  Authority  has  long  since 
abandoned  any  semblance  of  a respectable 
maintenance  program.  “All  these  demands 
(for  improved  maintenance)  were  made  15 
years  ago!  Why  have  they  not  even  mopped 
the  floors  yet?”  demanded  one  Latina  tenant. 

Tenants,  who  have  been  meeting  regular- 
ly since  January  of  1991,  and  with  neighbors 
since  early  September,  have  temporarily 
forged  a powerful  alliance  which  includes  the 
Inner  Mission  Neighbors  and  the  Precita  Val- 
ley Block  Club,  two  politically  savvy  neigh- 
borhood organizations.  More  important,  two 
able  tenant  leaders,  Letonia  Murdock  and 
Zapora  Wright,  have  emerged.  However,  the 
campaign  still  lacks  broad  based  tenant  par- 
ticipation. The  most  positive  effect  of  the 


media  coverage  would  be  to  engender  more 
tenant  participation,  to  legitimize  the  struggle 
in  the  majority  of  the  tenants’  eyes,  to  give 
residents  a sense  that  they  can  win  a battle  for 
a change 

Clearly,  tenant  cooperation  with  the 
Police  and  the  Housing  Authority  is  a two  way 
street.  “If  you  want  a community  that  sup- 
ports the  Police,  the  Police  must  support  the 
community.  We’re  not  here  to  put  the  police 
down.  We’re  scared.  If  you  want  our  help, 
ask  us.  But  don’t  put  us  in  a separate 
category,  treat  us  as  criminals,  isolate  us  from 
the  community,"  Murdock  stated. 

The  tenants  are  reaching  out  and  the 
community  will  be  watching  to  see  if  the 
Housing  Authority  and  the  Police  Department 
will  respond  in  kind  with  a concerted  effort  for 
long-term  solutions.  Stay  tuned. 


GRAND 

OPENING 


GRAN 

APERTURA 


The  latest  in 
beauty  care 
tecniques. 


Only  Professional  Stylists 


Free  15  minute  hair  rejuvenation 
treatment  applied  by  our  stylist. 


Salon  y Clinica  de  Belleza 


Lo  ultimo  en  tecnicas 
modernas,  para  el 
cuidado  de  su  belleza. 


Unicamente  Estilistas  Profesionales 


Gratis,  un  tratamiento 
rejuvenecedor  para  el  cabello. 
Porque  queremos  que  nos  conozca 
y nos  permita  conocerle. 

3160  - 24th  St,  S.F.  641-7331 


• Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 


XMAS  SALE 

30%  OFF  EVERYTHING 
WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  23 


FURNITURE  NOT  INCLUDED 


• 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95tf 


YEAR  END  SALE 


• Baby  clothes  starting  at  65tf 

• Furniture,  toy6,  TV*6,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

• Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

• 100  different  pair  of  6hoe6  added  daily 

• Dressing  rooms  provided 

• Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


S000  square  feet  of  furniture 
up  in  our  mezzanine 


50%  OFF  ALL  CLOTHES 

30%  EVERYTHING  ELSE 
THURSDAY  DECEMBER  31st 


Since  1973  — the  “BIG  ONE”  in  the  NORTH  MISSION 
in  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 


2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 


861-1132 


OPEN: 
9AM  to  8 PM  — 
9AM  to  6PM  — 
11AM  to  6PM  — 


Mon.  - Fri. 
Sat. 

Sun. 
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1976  Graduate  Founds  Premier 
Hispanic  Research  Institute  at 
Michigan  State  University 


Richard  Navarro 


by  Erick  Gordon 


Richard  Navarro  began  his 

learning  experience  with  the 
New  College  in  the  Fall  of 
1973.  After  finishing  his  senior  year 
at  a Jesuit  high  school  and  feeling 
somewhat  disenchanted  with  his  edu- 
cation, he  met  New  College  Founder, 
Father  Jack  Leary,  who  gave  the  com- 
mencement speech  for  his  graduating 
class.  Richard  soon  began  working 
towards  a bachelors  degree  in 
Community  Development  and 
Education  which  he  received  in 
December,  1976. 

While  Richard  was  at  the  New 
College,  he  used  independent  studies 
to  personalize  a plan  to  fit  into  his 
goals  of  community  outreach  projects. 
He  worked  extensively  with  Saint 
Johns’  Educational  Threshold  pro- 
gram in  the  Mission.  This  program 
served  as  a one  on  one  tutoring  facili- 
ty, and  dealt  largely  with  children  of 
immigrant  families.  The  diversity  of 
languages  spoken  in  the  program  was 
immense,  so  tutors  and  students 
weren’t  always  raised  with  the  same 
native  language.  Richard  said  this  was 
an  important  aspect  of  the  experience. 
This  allowed  a partnership  to  be 
formed  based  not  only  on  language. 
Trusting  bonds  could  be  made  which 
transcended  the  boundaries  of  a 
shared  language. 

After  graduating  from  the  New 
College,  Richard  received  a senate  fel- 
lowship and  went  on  to  Sacramento 
to  assist  Albert  Rodda.  There  he 
served  as  the  first  Chicano  senate  staff 
member.  He  later  went  on  to  Harvard 
where  he  studied  policy  and  planning 
and  received  a Masters  Degree  in 
Educational  Anthropology.  In  late 
1982,  Richard  Navarro  received  a 
P.H.D.  in  International  Development 
Education  from  Stamford. 


The  curriculum  which  he  had  cre- 
ated for  himself  at  New  College  had 
laid  the  groundwork  for  an  extensive 
educational  experience. 

In  the  fall  of  1983,  Richard  went 
on  to  a teaching  position  at  Michigan 
State  University,  where  only  five  years 
later  he  would  found  The  Julian 
Samora  Institute.  It  has  been  called 
“The  Midwest’s  premier  policy 
research  and  outreach  center  to  the 
Hispanic  community...”.  The 
Institute  borrows  its  name  from  a 
professor  of  Sociology  who  worked  as 
a pioneer  in  the  field  of  Latino 
research.  Samora  was  also  co-founder 
of  the  National  Council  of  La  Raza, 
which  is  one  of  the  largest  Hispanic 
organizations  in  the  country. 

With  a staff  of  about  20,  Julian 
Samora  Institute  works  as  a research 
facility  whose  goals  are  to  better 
understand  specific  areas  of  need  in 
the  Hispanic  population.  One  such 
targeted  area  is  economic  development 
through  minority-owned  businesses. 

The  Institute  also  collects  informa- 
tion on  social  dimensions  such  as 
bilingualism,  human  rights,  and 
unionism.  They  compile  data  on  edu- 
cation and  on  the  health  characteris- 
tics of  the  Latino  community. 

The  Institute  structures  a broad 
range  of  community  outreach  pro- 
grams. There  are  educational  reform 
programs  which  work  to  instill  a cul- 
tural connection  to  learning.  One 
project  works  to  develop  pride  in 
young  people  in  their  cultures’  contri- 
butions to  the  sciences.  There  are  also 
a number  of  conferences  which  the 
Institute  sponsors  in  attempt  to  assist 
the  Latino  community  with  relevant 
topics  and  issues.  The  extensive 
research  that  Richard  Navarro  has 
accomplished  within  Julian  Samora 
serves  Latino  people  well.  His  dedica- 
tion is  clearly  aligned  with  the 
improvement  of  life  for  Hispanic 
Americans.  Besides  being  director  of 
the  Julian  Samora  Institute,  Richard 
Navarro  also  instructs  teacher  educa- 
tion classes  at  Michigan  State 
University.  It’s  been  17  years  since  his 
experience  at  New  College,  but  he 
says  his  connection  is  still  powerful. 

He  described  it  by  saying,  “New 
College  laid  a foundation  that’s  still  a 
strong  influence  in  my  life.  It  helped 
me  to  learn  how  to  learn.” 


A Letter  To  the  Future 

Benefits  Multicultural  Scholarship  Fund 


Trinh  T.  Minh-ha 


On  the  day  after  Election  Day,  the 
Arts  and  Social  Change  Program 
at  New  College  in  cooperation 
with  Artists’  Television  Access,  Cine 
Accion  and  Life  on  the  Water  Theater 
sponsored  A Letter  To  The  Future,  a 
benefit  for  New  College  of  California’s 
Arts  8c  Social  Change  Program 
Multicultural  Scholarship  Fund.  The 
Multicultural  Scholarship  Fund  provides 
prospective  and  continuing  New  College 
students  from  underrepresented  commu- 
nities financial  help  in  gaining  access  to 
the  institution. 

This  year’s  recipients  of  the  award 
were  Susanna  Renaud  and  Kamalla 
Hawthorne.  In  accepting  her  award, 
Susanna,  a Chicana  writing,  visual  art 
and  activist  student  spoke  of  the  impor- 
tance of  recognition  for  people  of  color 
to  help  overcome  their  structurally  creat- 
ed and  maintained  ‘invisibility’. 

Kamalla,  an  African  American  student 
of  the  arts,  writing,  literature  and  poetry 
read  from  her  recent  poem  MOTHER- 
TONGUE: 

I wish  I had  a mothertongue 

That  makes  me  so  sad 

That  I do  not  know  my  mothertongue 

As  if  I came  here  to  this  world 

From  my  home  planet  long  ago 

And  forgot  how  the  names  of  things  are 

formed 

And  how  the  names  of  things  create  the 
things 

At  home ... 


Featured  at  the  event  were  decon- 
structing documentary  filmmaker  Trinh 
T.  Minh-ha  (“Surname  Viet  Given 
Name  Nam,”  “Shoot  for  the  Contents”) 
and  an  intercultural  performance  by 
artist  Guillermo  Gomez-Pena  drawing 
upon  his  works  “Border  Brujo,”  “Art- 
mageddon  & Gringo-stroika”. 

Other  pieces  of  the  evening  included 
artwork  by  Twist,  nationally  known 
spraycan  artist;  young  video  makers 
Patrick  Macias,  Daniel  Martinico  and 
Jenny  Proctor;  a Life  on  the  Water  pro- 


duced performance  by  Oakland  teens 
Kele  Nitoto,  Keyhana  Warren,  Rebekah 
Eisenberg  and  David  Harata.  The  high- 
light of  the  evening  was  a cross-genera- 
tional public  discussion  on  art  and  poli- 
tics in  the  twenty-first  century. 

The  Arts  8c  Social  Change  Program 
at  New  College  has,  since  1989,  been 
training  performing,  visual  and  video 
artists  to  become  professional  arts 
activists.  Core  faculty  include 
muralist/printmaker  Juana  Alicia,  per- 
former/playwright Genny  Lim,  indepen- 
dent videomaker  Maria  Luisa 


Guillermo  Gomez-Pena 


Mendonga,  and  cultural  organizer  Mat 
Schwarzman.  Arts  8c  Social  Change 
graduates  have  gone  on  to  work  in  rural 
and  inner-city  schools  combining  music 
and  theater  with  developing  skills  in 
reading  and  cultural  literacy;  to  head 
community-based  media  and  performing 
arts  centers;  and  to  create  graphics  and 
advertising  for  activist  campaigns. 

Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  to  the 
Multicultural  Scholarship  Fund  or  to 
know  more  about  the  Arts  and  Social 
Change  Program  or  any  of  New 
College’s  other  programs  should  con- 
tact Mat  Schwarzman  at  (415)  626- 
0884  or  write  to  him  at  New  College  of 
California,  766  Valencia  Street,  San 
Francisco,  California  94110. 


Kamalla  Hawthorne  and  Susanna  Renaud 


Forum: 

The 

Psychology 
of  Electoral 
Politics 


i 


Gail  Weiner,  Barbara  Cross,  Wilson  Riles,  Jr.,  Peter  Gabel 

On  November  10,  the  Graduate 
Psychology  Lecture  Series  pre- 
sented an  evening  of  explo- 
ration concerning  the  meaning  of  elec- 
toral politics.  Moderated  by  Gail 
Weiner,  Director  of  Admissions  for  the 
program  and  member  of  the  Lecture 
Series  Committee  with  faculty  members 
Nancy  Feinstein,  PhD.  and  Elsa 
Johnson  DMH,  the  forum  included  pre- 
sentations by  Barbara  Cross,  Wilson 
Riles,  Jr.  and  Peter  Gabel. 

Wilson  Riles,  Jr.  spent  eleven  years 
as  a progressive  leader  on  the  Oakland 
City  Council,  spearheading  the  city’s 
divestiture  from  South  Africa  and 
working  for  district  elections,  among 
other  projects  and  his  currently  the 
Executive  Secretary  for  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Pacific 
Mountain  Office.  Riles  focus  of  con- 
cern was  on  the  dysfunctional  dynamics 
of  progressive  organizations  and 
encouraged  a role  for  psychological 
understanding  to  help  progressive  polit- 


ical organizations  from  self-destructing. 

Barbara  Cross  MS,  is  Associate 
Director  for  the  Center  for  Working 
Life,  a multi-service  center  for  Bay  Area 
workers  and  Unions.  She  is  the  former 
Director  of  Mental  Health  for  West 
Contra  Costa  County  and  an  activist 
with  a 30  year  involvement  in  civil 
rights  which  she  continues  in  her  home 
town  of  Richmond.  Barbara’s  comments 
addressed  how  the  history  and  psychol- 
ogy of  racism  often  means  continued 
difficulties  for  the  election  of  African 
Americans  in  local  communities. 

Peter  Gabel  PhD,  JD  is  the 
President  of  New  College,  Co-founder 
of  the  Psychology  Program,  Associate 
Editor  of  Tikkun  (a  Jewish  bi-monthly 
critique  of  politics,  culture  and  society) 
and  a recently  elected  member  of  the 
San  Francisco  Democratic  Central 
Committee.  Peter’s  comments  offered  a 
psychoanalytic  interpretation  of  the 
recent  election.  He  argued  that  the 
recent  Clinton  victory  signals  an  end  to 
a long  period  of  repression  of  desire  and 
holds  the  possibility  for  an  opening  in 
which  mutual  recognition  and  the  cre- 
ation of  community  can  re-emerge.The 
evening  ended  with  an  exciting  and 
challenging  question  period. 

One  final  note,  Roberta 
Achtenberg,  San  Francisco  Supervisor, 
Former  Dean  of  the  Law  School,  cur- 
rent New  College  Board  member  was 
originally  supposed  to  be  a panelist. 
Unfortunately  for  the  event,  but  per- 
haps fortunately  for  us  all  in  the  long 
run,  she  was  not  able  to  attend  because 
she  was  called  to  Washington  to  meet 
with  the  Clinton  transition  team. 


Environmental  Justice  Brown 
Bag  Seminar 


Victor  Lewis,  Henry  Holmes 


On  November  12,  the  New 

College  Environmental  Law 
Caucus  sponsored  a group  dis- 
cussion on  environmental  justice  which 
focused  on  issues  of  race  and  racism 
affecting  the  environmental  movement. 

Victor  Lewis,  social  activist,  theologian 
and  educator,  founder  of 
Environmentalists  Against  Racism  and 
board  member  of  Urban  Ecology  spoke  first.  Lewis,  who  is  teaching  a course 
on  environmental  justice  in  the  Humanities  Program  focused  on  the  history 
of  racism  within  the  environmental  movement  and  its  negative  impact  on 
communities  of  color,  as  well  as,  ways  it  dimishes  the  power  of  the  enviro- 
mental  movement  as  a whole. 

Also  speaking  was  Henry  Holmes,  lawyer  and  environmental  policy  ana- 
lyst with  Urban  Habitat,  a project  of  Earth  Island  Institute.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  SF  Estuary  Project  Advisory  Committee.  Holmes  remarks 
and  discussion  focused  on  the  the  social,  economic  and  environmental 
impact  of  U.S.  energy  policy  on  communities  of  color  and  the  poor. 


STUDENTS  ARRESTED  IN 
PARC  55  BOYCOTT 


Union  Local  #2,  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Worker’s,  has  been  carrying  on  a 
long  and  difficult  struggle  against  the  multinationally  owned  Parc  55  Hotel. 
A recent  NLRB  verdict,  which  found  Parc  55  guilty  and  which  ordered  them 
to  recognize  the  union,  has  been  ignored.  Lisa  Jaicks,  Weekend  College  alumna,  has 
been  playing  a leading  role  as  the  Boycott  Coordinator.  At  a recent  demonstration, 
Humanities  student  David  Fankushen  was  arrested  along  with  other  New  College 
students  and  nearly  70  Parc  55  workers,  Local  2 members  and  friends  of  the  union. 
He  wrote  this  poem  while  in  jail. 


A DAY  AT  THE  PARC  55 


For  over  an  hour  we  shortcircuit  the  neurons 
that  feed  skyscrapers  of  injustice 
watch  police  advance  in  nervous  columns 

billy  clubs  held  ready 
they  handcuff  us  an  dsearch 
deep  into  our  pockets  of  resolve 

We  face  backwards  in 
dark  paddywagons  breathing  stale  air 
like  Rigoberta  Menchu  bound  for  the  finca 

Herded  into  pens  we  fill 
the  underground  jail  with  song 
then  donate  prints  for  Local  2 

As  he  cuts  the  cuffs  from  our  wrists 
the  cops  says  we  don  7 look  dangerous 
Union  brother,  do  you  know  Larry  Chan ? 


C.A.R.E.  Environmental  Health 
Project:  i Hogar  SEGURO  Hogar ! 


Julie  Granger 


Eco-Rapper 


n November  14,  the  Center  for 
Community  Action,  Research  and 
Education  at  New  College,  with 
Clean  Water  Action,  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  P.O.D.E.R.  (People 
Organizing  to  Demand  Environmental 
Rights)  and  the  SF  Department  of  Public 
Works  jointly  sponsored  a bilingual  envi- 
ronmental health  education  and  community 
organizing  project  in  the  Mission  aimed  at  helping  people  rid  their  homes  of  toxics 
by  learning  about  alternatives.  Three  students  — Greg  Cottrocci,  Julie  Granger  and 
Alison  Gregg  — participated  along  with  Integrated  Health  Studies  faculty  member 
and  C.A.R.E.  Director  Michael  McAvoy.  The  event  was  supported  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Eco-Rappers  who  entertained  the  crowd  at  midday. 


Greg  Cottrocci 


EDITOR 
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THE  CURAS  CRISIS 


by  Luis  Aibcno  dc  la  Garza  and  Juan 
Pablo  Gutierrez 

There  was  a lime  during  the  mid  80’s  in 
San  Francisco  when  no  Latino  community 
agency  existed  which  provided  services  for 
Latinos  infected  with  HIV  or  with  AIDS.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  the  Latino  AIDS 
Project  of  the  Instituto  Familiar  de  la  Raza 
was  founded. 

Since  its  inception  the  Latino  AIDS 
Project  was  plagued  with  a variety  of 
problems,  one  of  which  consisted  of 
homophobia  towards  gay  Latinos.  Unable  to 
combat  this  entrenched,  bigoted  institutional 
posturing  and  seeing  the  rising  number  of 
HIV+  and  AIDS  cases  within  the  Latino  com- 
munity, five  Latino  gay  men  founded  CURAS 
(Community  United  in  Response  to 
AIDS/SIDA).  Obviously,  the  initial  thrust  and 
focus  of  this  organization  was  to  serve  Latino 
homosexual  and  bisexual  men. 

Sinoce  September  of  1991,  a group  of  in- 
dividuals including  the  founding  members  of 
CURAS,  now  consisting  of  four  members  due 
to  the  death  of  Rodrigo  Reyes  in  January  of 
1992,  attempted  to  approach  the  CURAS 
Board  in  an  effort  to  inform  them  and  request 
their  intervention  regarding  serious  problems 
which  existed  within  CURAS. 

These  problems  focused  on  1)  The 
mistreatment  and  unprofessional  handling  of 
CURAS  clients,  2)  Changing  the  focus  of 
CURAS  from  serving  Latino  Gay  Men  to 
serving  other  populations,  3)  The  illegal  hiring 
of  Rosa  Maria  Zayas  as  the  CURAS  Executive 
Director,  4)  The  illegal  actions  which  were 
taken  by  the  CURAS  Board  and  Staff  (misap- 
propriation of  funds,  illegal  closed  meetings 
and  other  charges). 

The  entrenched  CURAS  Board  chose  to 
ignore  the  critics  which,  in  June  of  1992  con- 
stituted themselves  as  the  CURAS  Rescue 
Committee.  The  CURAS  Rescue  Committee 


then  presented  a document  outlining  27  char- 
ges which  demanded  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  CURAS  Board.  They  again  chose  to  ig- 
nore these  charges.  Since  the  CURAS  Board 
ignored  this  action,  the  Rescue  Committee 
was  forced  to  demand  from  the  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Office  that  it  conduct  a three-pronged 
audit  investigation  of  CURAS  staff,  programs 
and  Board. 

The  AIDS  Office  conducted  such  an 
audit  and  presented  its  findings  to  the  Health 
Commission  on  October  20,  1992.  The  find- 
ings of  the  audit  not  only  substantiated  the 
charges  by  the  CURAS  Rescue  Committee  but 
also  uncovered  various  other  administrative 
and  Board-related  infractions,  improprieties 
and  irregularities.  This  resulted  in  the  AIDS 
Office  canceling  the  CURAS  Case  Manage- 
ment Component  representing  a loss  of  over 
$150,000.00  and  forcing  CURAS  to  transfer 
70  plus  clients  to  another  agency  for  service. 
This  client  transfer  was  to  occur  by  maintain- 
ing the  client  pool  and  the  funding  it  rep- 
resented remain  in  the  Latino  community. 
The  transfer  is  now  complicated  further  by  the 
dilemma  that  other  Latino  health  service  agen- 
cies servicing  HIV+  and  AIDS  clients  are  also 
currently  facing  varying  levels  of  internal 
problems  themselves. 

The  CURAS  Rescue  Committee,  as  a 
member  of  the  Client  Transition  Team  (CTT  - 
the  name  given  to  the  body  to  oversee  the 
transfer  of  CURAS  clients),  proposed  a set  of 
specific  and  detailed  Administrative  and  Clini- 
cal Criteria.  These  criteria  are  focused  on 
determining  the  qualifications  of  the  agency 
which  would  receive  the  CURAS  clients. 

At  a CTT  meeting  held  on  Friday 
November  20,  1992,  the  AIDS  Office  was 
quick  to  press  for  consensus  from  the  body  to 
support  the  ’proposal’  to  have  the  clients 
transferred  to  the  Instituto  Familiar  de  la  Raza 
and  the  AIDS  Foundation  Multicultural  Pro- 
gram. without  first  asking  if  there  were  other 


agencies  interested  in  receiving  the  clients 
and,  secondly,  without  applying  the  proposed 
criteria. 

The  evasiveness  in  which  the  criteria 
were  dealt  with  at  this  meeting  and  the  com- 
portment by  the  Team  and  AIDS  Office  direc- 
tors is  indicative  and  points  to  the  root 
problems  which  still  exist  and  have  led  to  the 
chaotic  state  of  affairs  regarding  the  delivery 
of  Health  Services  to  Latinos  in  San  Francisco 
today.  What  happened  at  this  meeting  is  that, 
again,  priority  was  placed  on  accelerating  the 
administrative  process  and  not  on  the  criteria 
which  would  prevent  the  problem  from  resur- 
facing again. 

Moreover,  the  action  taken  by  the  CTT  to 
accept  the  AIDS  Office  ’proposal’  without 
clearly  verifying  the  criteria  shows  that  the 
Latino  Team  participants  and  the  AIDS  Office 
are  not  accustomed  to  receiving  serious 
professional  community  input.  Token  atten- 
tion is  given  to  community  input,  ’as  man- 
dated by  the  law’. 

Since  the  AIDS  Office  and  the  Health 
Department  in  general  have  been  unable  to 
monitor  properly  the  124  AIDS  related  health 
programs  and  services  in  San  Francisco,  it  is 
easier  to  hide  behind  the  existing  Administra- 
tive and  Bureaucratic  maze.  Again,  this  only 
serves  to  substantiate  and  justify  the  rampant 
ineffectiveness  and  lack  of  professionalism 
which  created  many  problems  in  what  is  now 
an  AIDS  industry  city-wide  which  is  out  of 
control.  CURAS  has  been  identified  as  its 
severest  casualty. 

If  a community  member  is  interested  in 
bringing  about  change  and/or  improving  the 
delivery  of  health  services  in  any  given  pro- 


gram or  agency,  such  an  individual  will  be 
faced  with  dealing  with  a self-perpetuating 
Bureaucratic  and  Administrative  octopus/ap- 
paratus which  is  more  concerned  with  protect- 
ing, defending  and  ensuring  its  own  survival 
than  with  finding  effective  strategies  to  meet 
the  needs  of  a burgeoning  population  infected 
with  HIV+  or  AIDS. 

If  you  happen  to  be  a person  or  group 
who  is  not  well  versed  or  knowledgeable  in 
the  intricacies  and  complexities  of  the 
bureaucratic  and  administrative  AIDS  industry 
game  and,  further,  if  you  happen  to  be  either 
monolingual  in  a language  other  than  English 
and/or  have  limited  English  abilities,  your 
probabilities  of  bringing  about  effective 
change  or  having  Teal  input’  are  predictably 
nonexistent. 

In  order  to  break  this  barrier  or  impasse 
the  following  must  be  considered: 

- Community  input  cannot  continue  to 
be  dealt  with  from  a tokenistic  perspective; 
there  is  a purpose  for  the  laws  and  legal 
statutes  which  “ensure”  and  “protect”  public 
input. 

- Criteria  must  be  established  and 
meticulously  adhered  to  which  is  aimed  at 
creating  generic  and  root  changes  in  program 
operation  procedures  within  agencies,  and 
especially  within  their  respective  Board  of 
Directors. 

- Ethical  issues  concerning  problem 
agencies  like  CURAS  must  be  brought  out 
into  the  sphere  of  public  discourse 

***** 

(The  authors,  de  la  Garza  and  Gutierrez 
are  among  the  founding  members  of  CURAS.) 


JACKSON 

HEWITT 

TAX  SERVICE 


Marian  K.  Kane 

MBA.  Taxation 
General  Manager 


Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  St  at  17th 

(415)  621-FAST 


MIKE’S  2499  - MISSION  @ 21st.  St 


1 - 

* 

CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 

Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
491 A Guerrero  St.  (between  16th  & 17th).  SF 
(415)  255-8411 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 
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FAST,  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE 

PHOTO  TECH 

2493  Mission  Street 
(Corner  21  & Mission  St ) 

PHONE  (415)  826-7444 
FAX  (415)  826-0821 


OPEN  WEEKENDS  Sal 

Sun 


Mon  - Fri  9 - 6 

10  • S 

11  - 4 


I $1  .°°  OFF  COUPON 
PASSPORT  PHOTOS 
INMIGRATION  PHOTOS 
FINGER  PRINTING 
PHOTO  FINISHING 


I 


Facials 
Deep  Pore 
Rejuvenation 
Collagen  Pack 
Herbal  Facial 

Tints 

Eye  Lash/Eye  Brow 
Mustache 

Body  Work 

Back/Chest  Cleanse 
Body  Waxing 

Stress  Reduction  Massage 

10%  Discount  With  Card 

Se  Habla  Esoahol 


Complete  Body  Care 
For  Women  and  Men 


Irma  Iniguez 

Licensed  Aesthetician 


Make-Up 

Lessons/Applications 

Day/Evening 

Commerical 

Weddings 

Techniques  in 

MeditationA/isualization 

Breathing/Relaxation 

Other 

Gift  Certificates 
Skin  Care  Products 
Student/Senior  Discounts 

By  Appointment  Only 
(415)  641-7769 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


Its  massive,  weathered  wooden  beams, 
its  fading  memory  of  paint  and  the  metal  chute 
suspended  over  seventy  feet  in  the  air  have, 
for  the  last  year,  made  the  Lone  Star  concrete 
plant  at  17th  and  Harrison  Streets  the  City’s 
largest  piece  of  abstract  art. 

But  the  old  concrete  plant,  which  was 
tom  down  last  month,  has  been  an  important 
contributor  to  the  Mission  district  and  the  City 
for  more  than  80  years,  and  its  demise  under- 
scores the  decline  of  industry  in  what  planners 
call  the  Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone 
(NEM1Z). 

The  plant  was  constructed  shortly  after 
the  '06  quake,  according  to  Gerry  Heffel- 
Finger,  superintendent  for  17  years,  and  the 
original  wooden  arches  which  were  used  by 
the  horse-drawn  wagons  of  that  era  stood  for 
its  whole  operating  life. 

The  concrete  plant’s  substantial  contribu- 
tions to  San  Francisco’s  skyline  made  it  either 
a hero  or  villain,  depending  on  one’s 
philosophy.  Heffelfinger  estimates  that  it 
provided  the  materials  for  seventy  percent  of 


the  City’s  Wghrises.  The  Transamerica 
Pyramid  and  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  are  two 
of  the  famous  buildings  whose  ingredients 
were  mixed  together  at  17th  and  Harrison. 

Despite  its  age,  the  Lone  Star  plant 
operated  competitively  through  the  1980s,  but 
the  highrise  construction  limits  passed  in  1966 
reduced  demand,  causing  its  shutdown,  Hef- 
felfinger says. 

The  old  plant’s  razing  also  emphasizes 
the  evolution  of  the  Mission  from  an  industrial 
to  a mixed  residential/office  neighborhood. 
Lone  Star  was  the  Mission’s  last  heavy  in- 
dustry. Dramatically  illustrating  the  Mission's 
change  is  the  fact  that  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road, which  delivered  15-20  railcar  loads  of 
material  to  the  factory  daily  as  recently  as  the 
mid  80s  no  longer  has  any  customers  in  the 
Mission. 

Perhaps  appropriately,  the  old  concrete 
plant  will  be  replaced  by  retail  or  live/work 
space,  according  to  Angelica  Chiong  of  the 
City  Planning  Department 
Mike  Cesar 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 
TO  OUR  NEIGHBORS 


l or  at  least  ten  years,  the  people  who 
actually  live  in  the  Mission  District  have  not 
had  any  significant  representation  in  City 
Government.  During  that  time,  many  attempts 
have  been  made  to  organize  a coalition  of 
people  who  represent  the  interest  of  Mission 
residents  including  the  Mission  Planning 
Council,  the  Mission  Action  Team,  the  North 
Mission  Association,  the  Save  the  Mission 
Coalition  and,  most  recently.  Art  Agnes’ 
Mayor’s  Task  Force  On  The  Mission. 

Unfortunately,  too  often,  these  groups 
were  coopted  by  individuals  whose  primary 
interest  was  the  accumulation  of  wealth  and 
political  power.  The  resulting  bureaucratic  in- 
transigence and  political  infighting  failed  to 
influence  our  City  officials  to  give  us  anything 
but  double  talk. 

Enough  is  enough!  A new  coalition  has 
already  begun  to  form.  Its  creation  is  sup- 
ported by  Calle  22,  AJ  Lopez,  Dave  Bracker, 
South  Mission  Neighborhood  Improvement 
Assoc.,  Mary  Harden,  Ross  Worden,  Friends 
of  Jose  Coronado  Playground,  Andy  Solow, 
Mission  Villa  Group,  Mark  Lammers,  San 


Franciscans  for  Safe  Streets,  Frank  Morales, 
Cathy  Courtnay,  the  Mission  Safety  Commit- 
tee and  Vivian  Azadian. 

Mission  Residents  United  for  Action  will 
restrict  their  agenda  to  improving  Public 
Safety,  making  Youth  Education  and  Recrea- 
tion a number  one  priority  and  Cleaning  our 
Streets  (litter,  graffiti,  excrement,  etc.). 

This  is  a call  for  action!  We  are  forming 
an  action  oriented  group.  Members  will  be 
expected  to  live  in  the  Mission,  be  willing  to 
attend  meetings  and  do  some  tangible  work  in- 
cluding writing  letters.  We  will  be  meeting 
with  our  City’s  movers  and  shakers  including 
the  Mayor,  the  Chief  of  Police  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  If  necessary,  we  will  cany 
picket  signs  to  demand  essential  City  services, 
for  Mission  residents. 

Are  you  willing  to  represent  and  speak  up 
for  your  neighbors?  Are  you  willing  to  take 
action?  Want  to  know  more?  Give  us  a call 
at:  826-2547,  821-7067,  285-8760.  824-8114 
or  647-3277. 

Andy  Solow  Mary  Harden 
Mark  Lammers  Kathy  Courtney 
Frank  Morales  Ross  Warden 
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LATENITE  LUDWIG 


/ /ere  we  are,  New  Years’  Eve  ’93. 
Gads.  Cause  for  celebration  goes  without 
saying,  given  the  illustrious  and  over-indul- 
gent traditions  of  this  holiday.  Yet  as  far  as 
you  can  go  for  a lively  event  before  toasting 
the  new  Year,  the  whopping  bill  or  ticket  costs 
alone  leave  many  of  us  wishing  to  stay  at 
home  banging  our  pots  and  pans. 

The  Community  Music  Center  offers  a 
great  alternative  to  your  New  Year’s  Eve  debt 
presenting,  at  the  First  Congregational  Church 
at  432  Mason,  a special  free  concert  featuring 
Beethoven’s  “Symphony  No.  9".  The  or- 
chestra, currently  seeking  last  minute 
musicians  to  join  in,  have  a reputation  for 
providing  entertaining  evenings  of  fun,  if  not 
slightly  offbeat,  live  performances. 

Conducter  Urs  Steiner  will  direct  ;*j  at- 
least  fifty  novice  and  amateur  musicians,  most 
of  whom  study  with  CMC.  Of  course,  with 
Steiner’s  eclectic  approach  to  “classical” 


events,  you  shouldn’t  be  surprised  if  a favorite 
local  rock  band  is  thrown  in  for  cool 
measure...  tentatively  scheduled  is  Southern 
prog-rock-turned-San  Francisco-folk-rock 
baron  Chuck  Prophet  with  his  local  entourage, 
Creatures  of  Habit. 

If  you  missed  the  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra’s  last  swinger  in  March 
(which  included  composer  Enric  A.  Zappa,  the 
San  Francisco  Recreation  Symphony  and 
bluesy  rock  ’n  rollers  Bone  Cootes  and  The 
Living  Wrecks),  take  the  pleasure  of  seeing  an 
exceptionally  rare  event.  The  CMC  Orchestra 
prides  itself  in  hosting  diverse  musics  \vith 
musicians  from  diverse  ages  and  backgrounds. 

If  you  can’t  make  it  New  Year’s  Eve,  the 
CMC  Orchestra  will  again  perform  on  Friday, 
January  1st  at  4 PM.  Live  it  up,  FOR  FREEH! 

The  Community  Music  Center  is  located 
at  544  Capp  Street  between  20th  and  21st 
Streets. 

Kristy  O’Rell 


LOS  HUERFANOS  / VIDEAR 


Los  Huerfanos  Electronic  Arts  Collective 
presents  Grupo  Videar  and  Grupo  Barro  Rojo 


at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  December  9th 
and  10th. 

Grupo  Videar,  a video  collective,  and 
Grupo  Barro  Rojo,  a dance  collective  are  both 
based  in  Mexico  City.  On  Wednesday  the  9th, 
guest  speakers  from  both  organizations  will  be 
present  following  a video  sala  “Inti  Raymi” 
beginning  at  7 PM  ($3  donation). 

On  Thursday  the  10th,  beginning  at  8:30 
PM,  a Grand/Video/Perform/Danza  will  fea- 
ture more  videos,  a performance  by  Barro 
Rojo  titled  “Mujer  en  Luna  Creciente”  and 
Grupo  Videar’s  “Dura  Matria”.  Cost  is  $5  at 
the  door. 

Both  events  take  place  at  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center,  2868  Mission  near  25th.  For  fur- 
ther information  call  285-6255. 


USED  BOOKS ‘SEARCH  SERVICE 

New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


572  Valencia  St. 
(between  16th  & 17th  Sts.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 
Seven  days  a week 
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FANTASY  TRAVEL 

CENTRAL  AMERICA 

El  Salvador $530.00  RT 

Nicaragua $580.00  RT 

Guatemala $500.00  RT 

Costa  Rica  $555.00  RT 

MEXICO 

Mexico  City $335.00  RT 

Guadalajara $310.00  RT 

OTHERS: ask  !!! 

• We  can  do  all  your  Christmas  and  NewYear's  travel 
arrangements  at  reasonable  prices. 

5S5  • Spring  cruises  at  tremendous  savings, 
call  for  information 

CALL  NOEMl  • (415)  824-4139  • 3240  - 21st.  St.  S.  F. 


ART 


LIVE  MUSIC 


GOOD  COFFEE 


CAFE  BEANO 

878  VALENCIA  ST 

285-2728 

BREAKFAST  • LUNCH  • DINNER 


* 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 


(415)  285-8588 


• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYS 

• Dependable  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
'•  A Community-Oriented  People's  Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  smog  Station 
611  Florida  Streat  (near  18tti  Street)  • Sen  Francisco  94110 


$10.00 

Off 

Smog 

Test 

• 

Coupon 

Expires 

12/31/92 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

1!/  Peter  Regstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 

* Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryant  Arant,  D.D.S. 


OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


El  Castillito 

Restaurant 

Specializing  in: 

Burritos 

Tacos 

Tortas 

Quesadillas  Suizas 
Enchiladas 
Carnes  Asadas 


2092  Mission  St,  San  Francisco  621-6971 


3033  - 24th  St,  San  Francisco  826-8116 
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Editor: 


On  Monday,  November  2,  1992,  I went 
to  Mission  and  24th  Streets  for  the  Day  of  the 
Dead  procession.  The  streets  were  not  closed 
as  they  were  last  year,  the  reason  given  by  the 
police,  was  that  “they  did  not  expect  that 
many  people  to  show  up",  last  year  the  street 
was  closed  and  there  were  the  same  number  of 
people. 

After  the  march  I went  to  24th  & Bryant 
street  to  catch  the  bus.  At  the  N.E.  comer  of 
24th  and  Bryant  streets,  four  police  officers 
had  a young  Latino  teenager  (about  16)  the 
young  man  had  a marker.  One  police  officer  I 
observed  asked  the  young  man  “what  the  fuck 
was  he  doing  with  the  marker”,  and  proceeded 
to  use  fuck  at  least  three  other  times.  I realize 
that  there  is  an  increasing  problem  with  gang 
violence  in  the  neighborhood,  but  using  more 
violence  even  verbal  docs  not  help  with  the 
problem,  but  only  increases  the  violence. 

On  Wednesday  night  - November  4, 
1992  at  11:14  PM,  I was  awakened  by  a noise 
outside  my  window.  I got  up  and  went  to  my 
front  room  and  observed  two  police  officers 
(car  052),  they  had  stopped  a Mexican  man 
who  had  been  driving  without  lights.  I heard 
the  shorter  of  the  two  officers  ask  the  man 
how  long  he  had  been  in  the  United  States?" 
The  man  answered  six  years,  the  officer  ans- 
wered back  “wasn’t  it  time  he  learned  English 


that  he  was  tired  of  paying  welfare  for  him.” 

After  further  questions  the  man  stated 
that  he  did  not  have  a drivers  license  and  the 
officers  told  him  to  get  a license  and  not  to 
drive  without  one  because  “this  wasn’t  Mexi- 
co”. The  officers  checked  the  registration  stic- 
ker - which  seemed  to  be  outdated  or 
something,  as  they  were  behind  the  car  I could 
not  hear  all  that  was  said  but  did  hear  one  of 
them  comment  “was  not  that  a felony”,  then 
they  both  laughed.  The  officers  also  made  so- 
me comments  to  the  effect  that  if  they  stopped 
him  again  maybe  he  would  be  deported. 

I realize  there  are  many  problems  in  the 
Mission  and  that  gang  violence  is  on  the  in- 
crease, but  this  seemly  racist  attitude  of  some 
of  the  offioers  in  the  Mission  will  not  solve  the 
problem  but  increase  the  hostility. 

Maybe  some  sensitivity  training  should 
be  given  to  the  officers!  They  do  not  need  to 
be  the  enemy,  and  with  a hostile  attitude  vio- 
lence will  only  increase. 

Diana  J.  Pavia 

Editor: 

I generally  enjoy  the  News,  especially 
coverage  of  local  political/social  issues. 

However... 

Every  time  I see  your  listing  for  the  pet 
loss  groups  at  the  SPCA  I cringe.  For  many 


people  (myself  included)  the  loss  of  a much 
loved  pet  is  as  traumatic  or  more  so  than  the 
death  of  a human  friend  or  family  member. 
Your  calendar  item  pushes  insensitivity  to  the 
limit. 

I realize  that  you  write  all  calendar  items 
with  a sense  of  humor  - and  in  some  cases  it  is 
funny.  In  this  case  it  is  not. 

Dana  Smith 

Dear  Editor: 

The  whtie  man  speaks  with  a forked 
tongue.  Your  article  on  myself  was  libelous, 
vicious,  malicious  and  smacks  of  innuendos... 

The  article  quotes  me  as  saying  I'm  not 
selling  peanuts  or  chocolate  bars.  Now, 
could  life  - the  life  of  an  American  to  boot  - be 
that  cheap?  Was  it  affected  by  recession... 

Tara  Kramer  says  I would  be  willing  to 
subject  a patient  to  theraphy  (sic)  in  my  home 
country  and  she  further  says  that  the  theraphy 
lasts  three  months.  Now,  would  any  reader 
with  an  un-  erratic  imagination  tell  me  how 
much  would  be  spent  by  the  patient  whom  I 
would  billete  in  a 5-star  hotel  for  the  same 
period  and  whom,  to  make  his  or  her  stay  in 
my  country  memorable,  I would  be  taking  to 
the  activities  - scuba-diving  or  snorkelling, 
golf,  cockfighting  or  whatever  be  his  or  her 
wile.  I would  be  a fool  of  the  first  order  to  ac- 
cept, say,  $5,000  when  the  projected  expense 
is  fifteen  times  that  and  upward... 

The  innuendos  defy  logic.  If  money  is 
my  target,  would  I have  to  go  to  the 


Americans  who  are  not  about  the  richest 
people  in  the  world?  Maybe  they  think  they 
are,  but  it  is  only  in  the  mind.  I would  rather 
go  to  the  Japanese... 

The  interview  did  not  happen  in  a res- 
taurant or  some  other  public  place,  it  happened 
inside  my  abode.  Tara  was  received  there 
with  all  graciousness  and  respect  befitting  a 
dignified  individual.  In  our  culture,  it  be- 
comes the  height  of  ingratitude  to  violate  that 
hospitality.  But  how  did  I know  thal  Tara, 
came  with  an  evil  heart  ? 

I am  peeved  at  your  description  of 
myaunt’s  house  as  “...run-  down”.  Well  and 
good,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  picture  my 
aunt  may  be  better  placed  than  you  because 
she  owns  five  houses  and  against  that  fact 
goes  my  most  fervent  hope  (and  I cross  my 
fingers  for  it)  you  are  not  just  an  apartment 
renter. 

But  what  peeves  me  two-fold  is  the  al- 
lusion and  I quote:  “...fears  a future  as  a 
gasoline  pump-boy.”  As  I have  stated  earlier. 
I empathize  with  pity  toward  your  having  to 
start  your  journalistic  career  on  a note  of  men- 
tal dishonesty...  I was  a cut  above  some  of  my 
compatriot  movie  superstars  back  home  who 
had  come  here  and  ended  up  as  gasoline 
pump-boy?  Wasn’t  that  what  I said?... 

Now,  I could  understand  your  impatience 
and  the  urgency  with  which  you  want  me  to 
divulge  the  cure  (for  AIDS]  if  you  have  a kin, 
a friend  or  even  yourself  badly  needing  suc- 
cor... But  until  the  kinks  are  ironed  out,  I can- 
not be  of  help  to  you  or  to  anybody  else. 

And  don’t  heap  the  blame  on  me  on  those 
who  die.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I 
did  not  ask  them  to  make  bums  of  themsel- 
ves. Them  and  the  countless  others  who 
would  come  after  because  your  bureaucrats  do 
not  want  any  cure... 

Incidentally,  I recently  sent  to  Readers’ 
Digest  my  article  which  elaborates  on  ayur- 
veda:  I hope  they  publish  it.  I could  go  on  and 
on  but  I feel  it  is  becoming  poor  taste  to  do  so, 
so  let  me  go  to  my  parting  word. 

You  have  impeached  and  impugned  - 
without  basis  and  through  mafice  and 
misplaced  innuendos  - my  integrity.  You  tried 
to  show  fraud  surrounds  my  association  with 
AIDS.  I would  like  you  to  reconcile  how  I 
could  commit  fraud  when,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  say  I refuse  to  cure  anybody  in  the  States. 
Are  you  trying  to  imply  that  your  fellow 
Americans  are  so  demented  to  be  paying  me 
for  services  I have  not  rendered  and  they  have 
not  received? 

Nid  Anima 


GRAVITY  SPOT 

* Cafe  and  Gallery 


Finding  Us  Is 
Half  The  Fun  . . . 

The  Food  Is 
The  Other  Half 

OPEN  WEDNESDAY  - SUNDAY 
FOR  DINNER 
SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 
FOR  BRUNCH 


1136  Valencia 
San  Francisco,  CA  94  1 10 
415  • 282  • 4271 
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NEW  YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION 
DRAWING! 

Enter  by  December  31 


Holiday  Offer:  25%  Off  All  Blank 
Books  and  Journals 


P.S.  We  have  great  gift  books,  tapes  and 
compact  discs  at  reasonable  prices 
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New  and  Used 
Books  and  Music 
Buy  • Sell  ‘Trade 
Mon  - Sat  11  am  to  8 pm 
Sunday  12  pm  to  6 pm 
1173  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco 
282-1901 
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New  and  Used 
Books  Records  Cassettes 
Compact  Discs  Comics 

Buy  • Sell  • Trade 
Open  10  am  to  10  pm  Daily 

3850  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
821-3477 


NEW  YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION 
DRAWING! 

Enter  by  December  31  • Details  at  3850  24th  St. 


Thanks  to  All  Our  Customers 
of  the  Past  T/z  Years 

Holiday  Offer:  25%  Off  All  Blank  Books 
and  Journals 

Calendar  Bonanza  Begins  January  1, 1993 
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LOCAL  LEGEND 


From  center  & beplungered  Buck  Naked. 


SLAIN 


scries  of  December  benefits  are 
planned  in  memory  of  Buck  Naked  (nee  Philip 
Bury),  leader  and  vocalist  for  Buck  Naked  and 
the  Bare  Bottom  Boys. 

Bury  was  shot  and  killed  in  the  Pan- 
handle last  month  by  a demented  pigeon  fan- 
cier who,  according  to  residents  of  the  Haight, 
had  been  menacing  and  assaulting  people 
there  for  years  if  he  thought  they  represented  a 
danger  to  his  flocks.  It  was  an  only-in-San 
Francisco  end  to  an  equally  spectacular  career. 

Bury  and  his  brother  (aka  Hector  Naked) 
moved  from  Omaha  to  San  Francisco  six  years 
ago.  In  addition  to  his  fronting  the  Bare  Bot- 
tom Boys  he  played  with  other  local  bands 
ranging  from  Pearl  Harbor  to  the  Peckerwoods 
while  making  ends  meet  as  a bartender,  most 
recently  at  the  Paradise  Lounge  where  he  is 
fondly  remembered  by  patrons  for  his 
generous  dispensation  of  spirits  and  his 
abilitry  to  break  up  the  fights  between  quarrel- 
ing poets. 

Times  were  looking  good;  the  group  had 
made  a few  well...  interesting  tours  and  ap- 


&  NO 
GRILL 


A Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Bar  In  The 
Heart  Of  San  Francisco's  New  Bohemia 

540  Valencia  Street  (between  161h  ft  17th  St.),  San  Francisco 
864-2419  Open  12  pm  - 2 am 


Present  this  flier  for  a FREE  second  drink' 

’J'TV’  O'  e oer  OuTO-WI 


FEEL  PAIN? 


THINK 

ACUPUNCTURE 


For  treatment  of  \|i. 

• Chronic  & Recurring  Pain 

• Sprains,  Strains  & Injuries 

• Tom  Muscles 

For  Pain  of 

• Back 

• Arms  & Legs 

• Stomach 

•Neck  ^ g,.VW 

• Migraines  \J\s'>jaSV<* 

. . .. 

Sally  McMullen,  Certified  Acupuncturist 
550-7732  !| ' 

120-  27th  St.  San  Francisco 
l— 


peared  on  the  Joan  Rivers  Show.  And  al- 
lhough ihe  Boys  were  able  10  obtain  major 
gigs  such  as  Ihe  Erotic  Exotic  Ball,  ihcy  were 
always  there  when  needed  for  community 
benefits  (including  one  for  the  News  a while 
back). 

Buck  Naked  released  a 7"  single  “Enema 
Party"  on  Halloween  and  was  finishing  up  the 
group’s  first  album  for  release  next  year.  The 
benefits  are  planned  to  cover  Ihe  recording 
costs  and  also  Buck’s  funeral  expenses.  At 
least  some  of  them  will  be  at  the  Paradise 
(861-6906),  check  the  usual  entertainment  list- 
ings or  street  posters  for  the  rest. 


ELTEPA 


taqueria 
mexican  grill 


FORMERLY  TEPATITLAN 


- J>  '- 


(415)  255-8372 

2198  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA941 1 ( 


Open  Mon.  to  Sat. 
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10  AM  to  8 PM 
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mission  broadsider 

by  andy  solow 


CURFEW  NEEDED 

^^ince  the  S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors 
held  hearings  on  curfew  two  years  ago,  26 
children  have  been  murdered  on  the  streets  of 
San  Francisco.  Maybe  it’s  time  for  another 
round  of  hearings. 

The  current  S.F.  curfew  ordinance  makes 
it  illegal  for  children  under  the  age  of  14  to  be 
out  after  the  hour  of  midnight,  which  means 
that  if  you  are  14  or  older,  it  is  legal  for  you  to 
be  out  on  the  street  24  hours  a day. 

I firmly  believe  that  the  vast  majority  of 
S.F.  voters  support  the  implementation  of  a 
stricter  curfew  ordinance  to  help  rein  in  the 
anti-sodal  behavior  of  the  small  minority  of 
our  youth  who  are  running  amok  in  the  City 
at  all  hours  of  the  night. 

The  implementation  of  a stricter  curfew 
law  is  controversial  and  does  not  address  the 
severe  lack  of  educational,  recreational  and 
job  opportunities  for  San  Francisco  youth. 
However,  a reading  of  the  Federal  and  State 
case  law  on  the  subject  shows  that  a stricter 
form  of  curfew  would  pass  constitutional  mus- 
ter as  long  as  the  ordinance  was  modeled  after 
the  Middletown,  Pennsylvania  ordinance  up- 
held by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
Bykofsky  v.  the  Borough  of  Middletown 
(1976)  429  U.S.  964. 

Rather  than  making  criminals  out  of  cur- 
few violators,  a revised  curfew  law  could  be 
used  as  a tool  to  encourage  and  support  parent 
participation  and  channel  youth  into  legitimate 
recreational  and  educational  programs  like  late 
night  sports,  tutoring  and  job  training. 


PARK  AND 
WRECKAGE 

Since  everybody  in  San  Francisco  in  San 
Francisco  agrees  that  legitimate  youth  recrea- 
tion activities  like  soccer  are  a high  priority, 
why  is  it  that  the  athletic  fields  that  are  used 
by  adult  softball  players  are  as  green  and  fiat 
as  pool  table  tops  but  children’s  soccer  fields 
look  like  forgotten  wastlands  full  of  bomb  crat- 
tecs? 

For  example,  the  athletic  Fields  at  West 
Sunset,  where  it  is  alleged  that  a large  group 
of  adult  white  men  pay  big  money  to  play  ba- 
seball and  soccer,  are  in  excellent  condition; 
but  Crocker  Amazon  hasn’t  been  watered  for 
at  least  two  years,  has  no  grass  and  is  as  hard 
as  granite.  Further,  the  athletic  fields  in  South 
San  Francisco,  Daly  City,  Redwood  City, 
Concord,  etc.  are  in  far  superior  condition  to 
those  in  S.F. 

According  to  Mary  Bums,  the  General 
Manager  of  the  S.F.  Recreation  & Parks  Dept., 
part  of  the  problem  is  caused  by  people  who 
insist  on  using  fields  that  are  closed  for  rehabi- 
litation. The  result  is  that  the  over-used  fields 
never  get  a chance  to  recover  and  the  fields 
continue  to  deteriorate.  Ms.  Bums  asks  that 
people  respect  closure  signs  and  caution  tape 
at  fields  that  are  under  renovation  so  that  the 
grass  seed  will  have  time  to  become  grass. 

In  defense  of  the  S.F.  Rec  & Park  Dept., 
Ron  DeLeon,  Superintendent  of  Parks,  has  vo- 
lunteered to  personally  inspect  all  of  the  S.F. 
Rec  & Park  soccer  fields  and  take  steps  to  im- 
proved their  condition.  In  addition,  Franklin 


Field  is  slated  for  a major  renovation. 

It’s  true  that  there  is  a shortage  of  garde- 
ners due  to  budget  cuts;  but,  isn’t  it  more  im- 
portant to  maintain  a children’s  soccer  field 
than  it  is  to  maintain  a tulip  garden? 

Lenita  Sanchez  said,  “As  long  as  I keep 
these  kids  together  as  a team  they  are  not  han- 
ging out  on  the  street;  but  my  kids  need  a safe 
athletic  field  to  play  on!  Maintenance  of  chil- 
dren’s athletic  fields  must  be  given  a higher 
priority.” 

According  to  Mike  Morlin,  Assistant  Su- 
perintendent of  S.F.  Neighborhood  Parks,  the- 
re are  many  more  soccer  teams  than  there  are 
available  fields.  In  combination  with  dramatic 
reductions  in  maintenance  staff,  this  has  made 
it  very  difficult  to  close  fields  for  rehabilita- 
tion and  the  result  is  that  the  fields  are  wearing 
out.  Mr.  Morlin  stressed  that  Park  & Rec 
shouldn’t  reserve  a soccer  field  to  a team  if 
that  field  is  not  safe  to  play  on. 

However,  many  people  including  Larry 
Kischmischian,  Juan  Gonzalez  and  Lenita 
Sanchez  of  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League 
feel  that  there  is  a double  standard  in  force  at 
Park  and  Rec  that  says  if  you  are  a white  adult 
who  pays  for  the  use  of  your  athletic  field 
(particularly  softball  and  baseball),  your  field 
will  be  maintained;  but  if  you  are  a youth  soc- 
cer player  (children  don’t  pay  fees  for  field 
use)  or  a person  of  some  other  color,  you  have 
to  play  on  a dirt  lot  full  of  holes. 

My  personal  feeling  is  that  though  the  cry 
of  racism  may  be  a bit  extreme,  there  has  been 


a fundamental  break  down  in  field  maintenan- 
ce by  the  S.F.  Recreation  & Parks  Dept. 

In  July  and  August,  two  members  of  Le- 
nita Sanchez’s  Club  America  girls  under  12 
youth  soccer  team  sustained  broken  bones  by 
falling  into  large  holes  in  the  field  while  pla- 
ying soccer  at  Beach  Chalet;  a broken  ankle  in 
early  July  1992  and  a broken  wrist  in  August 
1992. 

In  late  September  1992,  former  Health 
Commissioner  Dr.  Richard  Sanchez  ■sprained 
his  ankle  by  falling  into  a hole  at  Beach  Chalet 
while  refereeing  a children's  soccer  game. 

In  spite  of  a litany  of  complaints  from  the 
Viking,  the  Mission  Youth  and  the  Latin 
Men’s  Soccer  Leagues:  the  soccer  fields  at 
Crocker  Amazon  have  no  grass;  at  least  1000 
pounds  of  acorns  and  rocks  have  yet  to  be  pic- 
ked up  off  of  Franklin  Field  (16th  & Bryant) 
and  Glen  Park  Field;  and  Beach  Chalet  and 
the  Polo  Fields  are  full  of  holes. 

As  a result,  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer 
League  no  longer  schedules  games  or  practi- 
ces at  Franklin  Field  because  playing  there  is 
too  dangerous.  Lenita  Sanchez  still  schedules 
practices  in  San  Francisco  but  her  team  now 
plays  all  of  its  regular  games  outside  of  the 
City  in  places  like  South  San  Francisco,  Daly 
City,  San  Bruno  and  Redwood  City,  where  the 
fields  are  properly  maintained. 


MANGO  • 
PINEAPPLE 


PALETAS  DE  FRUTA  NATURAL 
NATURAL  FRESH  FRUIT  POPSICLES 
RASPBERRY  • STRAWBERRY  • PEANUT  BUTTER 


COCONUT 


3338  - 24th  St 

BETWEEN  MISSION.  & BARTLETT 


LEMON  • 
WATERMELLON 


JAMAICA  • TAMARINDO 


CATALOUPE 

ROnr.RTO  & PATRICIA  VALENZUELA  ^<1 

282-5033  OWNERS  A Ori:KATO|s  s 


3036  - 16th  Street  (Betwn.  Mission  & Valencia) 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK  10:30  AM  - 8:30  PM 


Chicken  • Ribs  • Beef 
Turkey  • Ham  • Spaghetti 
LUNCH  • DINNER 


Sandwiches  • Desserts 


HOLIDAY  SPECIAL 
PARTY  TRAY 

10  WHOLE  CHICKENS 
CUT  IN  QUARTERS 

$39.99  plus  tax 
CALL  864-1748  TO  ORDER 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendi 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$2479S 

• Guaranteed 
2 yr.,20,000  miles  on  parts 
1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mutt  present  ad  when  aervice  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details  ‘Most  cars  and  light  trucks.  ‘Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  para  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  properly  Cost  may  be  substantial  We  provide 
the  highes  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$479s 

Front  or  rear 
Pods  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


*1 6s 


0 ,7 

for  cert. 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 
ours  by  S2.00 


I 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHENWOR  K_l  lDO_NE_HER  E_  _ 1 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

* • Up  to  5 quarts  | 

^ | • Replace  OH  Filter 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

95 

4 rvl 


*37 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cvl. 


I 

1 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 
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LIVE  ORGAN  MUSIC  BY  RODNEY  PAYNE 
THURS-FRI,  SAT  6PM  - 2AM 


As/^ybur  Server 
About  Our  Speciaf 
‘ Wines  by  the  QCass 

HORS  D’OEUVRES  IN  THE  BAR  5PM  - 7PM 


PARKING  IN  THE  REAR 

OPEN  365  DAYS  A YEAR 

2389  MISSION  St.  647-3090 




BRCJ  NO'S 

RESTAURANT 

ITALIAN  AMERICAN  CUISINE 

JOHN  and  ELMA  STATON 
Owners 


• Great  Food  Sensibly  Priced 

• Exhibition  Cooking 

• Plenty  of  Parking 

• Banquets  for  up  to  40  People 

• Special  Breakfast  and  Lunch 


Over  Half  a Century  of  Tradition  on  The  Mission 
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MOVED  BY  THE  SPIRIT 

FOR  BLANCHE  BROWN  DANCE  IS  A RELIGIOUS  EXPERIENCE 


by  Loralie  Fro  man 

/A™ 


swering  the  call  of  pulsating  drums, 
row  after  row  of  dancers  emerge,  crouched 
low,  spines  undulating,  arms  in  flight.  The 
women  wear  wide  colorful  skirts  animated  by 
a fluid  gyration  of  the  hips;  the  men  follow, 
their  movements  strong,  resolute.  Voices  rise 
up  in  an  ancient  tongue  singing  words  of 
praise  to  unseen  spirits.  Suddenly,  a change  in 
rhythm  sends  the  dancers  reeling;  they  spin, 
lunge,  let  loose  wild  yelps  into  the  sticky  air. 

An  exotic  ceremony  from  a faraway 
land?  No,  just  one  of  Blanche  Brown’s  Afro- 
Haitian  dance  classes  at  Third  Wave  Studio, 
at  24th  and  Mission  Streets 

It’s  true,  Blanche  admits,  her  classes  are 
different.  She  attributes  the  jammed-to- 
capacity  attendance  and  near  cult-like  fervor 
of  her  students  to  the  power  she  brings  to  the 
dance  studio  from  her  African  and  Haitian 
spiritual  practices.  "One  of  the  reasons  my 
classes  are  so  popular  is  that  they’re  more  than 
just  aerobic  activity,"  she  said.  “We  deal  with 
an  inner  spirit.  Something  happens  when  the 
dancing  and  music  and  the  spiritual  all  come 
together.  And  my  students  feel  it." 

On  the  other  side  of  town  in  her  tasteful 
upper  Haight  home,  Blanche  is  casually 
dressed  in  sweats,  just  returned  from  her 
thrice-weekly  work-out  routine.  Ebullient  and 
given  to  bursts  of  bell-like  laughter,  Blanche 
defies  the  gravitational  pull  of  time.  At  56, 
she  dances  like  a bird  on  air.  Only  a touch  of 
gray  in  her  short-cropped  hair  hints  at  the  fact 
that  she  is  now  one  of  the  venerated  elders  of 
the  local  Afro-Haitian  dance  community. 
Regally  perched  on  a gold  and  maroon  sofa, 
Blanche  talks  of  the  spirits  that  infuse  her 
dance  as  well  as  her  life. 

“In  the  African  tradition,  the  gods  can 
come  down  and  possess  a person’s  body,"  she 
says.  One  afternoon  at  a Voudoun  ceremony 
Blanche  attended,  the  Haitian  loa  — or  gods — 
did  just  that.  And  they  had  a special  message 
concerning  Blanche  and  her  dancing. 

"The  loa  told  the  people  there  and  the 
mambo  (priestess)  that  my  way  of  praying  is 
through  dance.  My  dancing  is  my  religious 
experience,”  she  adds.  “Everything  I do  is 


part  of  my  religious  experience.  That’s  how  it 
was  in  Africa.  They  didn’t  set  Sunday  aside 
forgoing  to  church.” 

Blanche  says  that  the  Voudoun  religion 
(popularly  known  as  Voodoo)  is 
misunderstood  by  Westerners  who  know  only 
the  skewed  view  of  sensationalist  horror  films 
about  Haiti.  She  warns  against  the  pop  myths 
and  false  interpretations  spawned  by  a lack  of 


land  of  Hispanola  (present  Haiti  and  the 
Dominican  Republic)  masked  their  traditional 
gods  in  the  guise  of  the  Spaniards’  Christian 
saints.  In  this  way,  they  feigned  conversion 
and  continued  rituals  for  traditional  deities. 

Through  drums  were  often  confiscated 
and  dancing  forbidden,  the  slaves  of 
Hispanola  used  cooking  pots,  boxes,  sticks 
and  other  non-traditional  instruments  of  per- 


Blanche Brown  conducting  classes  at  Third  Wave  Studio. 


Photo  by  Loralie  Froman 


genuine  information  about  the  Voudoun  faith. 
“The  picture  that  people  have  of  Voudoun  is 
of  zombies  and  sticking  pins  in  dolls  and 
black  magic,”  she  says.  “But  Voudoun  is  a 
religion,  just  like  all  religions.  There  are 
ceremonies  when  children  are  bom  or  people 
die,  for  birthdays  or  feast  days  for  a particular 
god.  It’s  not  about  spells  or  putting  curses  on 
people." 

In  a small  sun-soaked  room  filled  with 
ritual  objects,  Blanche  explains  that  a picture 
of  the  Madonna  is  for  her  Erzulie,  the  Haitian 
goddess  of  love.  This  image  of  the  Catholics’ 
Virgin  Mary  among  the  African  statues  and 
holy  trinkets  of  Blanche’s  altar  is  testament  to 
the  various  influences  absorbed  by  Voudoun. 
Africans  taken  as  slaves  in  the  1500’s  to  the  is- 


CLAUDIA W.  BRISSON 

Attorney  at  Law 

THE  SLUMLORD  BUSTER 


345  Franklin  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


(415)  241-7355 


cussion,  performing  ritual  dances  under  the 
cover  of  night. 

Petro  riles  were  bom  out  of  this  period  of 
African  enslavement  on  Hispanola  and  are 
particular  to  Haiti.  Unlike  most  of  the  Afro- 
Haitian  dances,  characterized  by  fluidity  and 
grace,  this  aggressive,  masculine  dance  is  per- 
formed with  taut  muscles  and  clenched  fists. 
Petro  has  its  own  set  of  gods,  fiercer  than 
those  found  in  Africa.  “They  had  to  make 
much  stronger  deities  to  worship,  because  they 
were  trying  to  break  out  of  the  chains  of 
slavery,”  Blanche  says.  “So  when  you  see  the 
Petro  dances,  they’re  pure,  raw  energy,  not 
something  that  can  be  chained.” 

With  her  dance  company  Group  Petite  La 
Croix  (Children  of  the  Cross),  Blanche  is 
choreographing  a new  work  which  deals  with 


the  spirit  world  and  social  conditions  of  Haiti 
today.  In  the  dance,  the  Haitian  loa  visit  the 
earth  with  gifts  which  help  people  survive  the 
harsh  realities  of  poverty,  disease,  political 
violence.  “The  Haitians  have  undergope  op- 
pression for  so  many  centuries"  Blanche  says. 
“But  still  they’re  able  to  maintain  this  zest  for 
life  against  incredible  odds.  In  the  piece  the 
loa  give  something  tangible,  but  in  everyday 
life  the  people  draw  strength  from  the  loa  and 
ancestral  spirits  that  are  constantly  around 
them.  Their  faith  is  what  keeps  them  going." 

Blanche’s  ascent  from  housewife  and 
mother  of  three  to  Afro-  Haitian  queen  didn’t 
begin  until  the  age  of  35,  when  she  returned  to 
school  to  pursue  what  she  knew  was  a special 
talent.  “I  danced  from  morning  ’til  night,”  she 
says,  completing  San  Francisco  State’s  dance 
and  teaching  program  and  joining  Wajumbe,  a 
popular  dance  troupe  in  the  early  70’s,  when 
many  blacks  were  seeking  to  reconnect  with 
their  heritage. 

Blanche  says  that,  over  a period  of  years, 
dance  drew  her  into  an  awareness  of  her 
divine  path.  “I  started  to  become  more  in- 
volved with  the  spiritual  aspect  of  what  hap- 
pens when  you  dance,”  she  says.  "Now  that  I 
look  back  over  my  development,  I see  I was 
led  step  by  step.”  She  pauses  to  reflect.  “I’m 
here  on  this  Earth  to  teach,”  she  says.  “That’s 
what  I’m  to  do  for  the  loa,  to  inspire  other 
dancers  and  teachers  so  when  I’m  gone  the 
understanding  will  still  be  here.” 

The  Haitian  loa  were  with  Blanche  when, 
just  two  short  months  ago,  her  heart  beat 
slowed  and  before  the  night  was  over  a 
pacemaker  had  been  implanted.  “I  can  do 
everything  I did  before!”  she  says,  breaking 
into  her  indomitable  grin.  Blanche  was  back 
to  class  in  two  weeks  , “I  don’t  know 
if  it’s  my  own  good  health  or  the  intervention 
of  the  loa,”  she  says.  “But  I think  it’s  a com- 
bination of  both.” 

•••••• 

Group  Petite  La  Croix  can  be  seen  at 
auditions  for  the  Ethnic  Dance  Festival, 
January  29th  at  1:45  PM  at  SF  Stale  Univer- 
sity. Call  Third  Wave  (2822-4020)  for  class 
and  other  performance  times.  Blanche  will 
also  be  teaching  at  Alice  Arts  in  Oakland 
beginning  in  January,  Tuesdays  at  7 PM. 


CSfeRf&t^TO 

£ RESTAURANT 


ROMERO'S 

STEAM  CLEANING 

RAUL  AND  O FELLA  ROMERO 

2840  - A FOLSOM  ST. 

©415-641-7816 

STOVE  HOODS  • EXTRACTORS  • DUCTS  • CONCRETE  • GARAGES 
KITCHEN  REPAIRS:  STOVES,  OVENS,  GAS-STEAM  TABLES  SALAMANDERS 


o 


dmonj  tile  foo,  (lie  only  SftyA  r?)%K*ntf 


epeix  Monldy  dirt!  StfurJfy 

LUNCH 

3292  -22nd  Street 

11-3:30  pm 

esouina  Valencia 

DINNER  I 

282-8867 

5--11  pm  j 

MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 
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COWBOY  SUITS, 
LEATHER  AND 
SNAKE  SKIN  BELTS, 
SPURS,  CHAPS, 
LASOS, 

SADDLES, WALLETS, 
ETC.  ETC. 


HUNGER  ARTISTS  STRIKE  AGAIN 


GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 


SPECIALTIES: 
LONG  & SHORT  CUT 
BOOTS,  LEATHER 
VESTS  & JACKETS, 
CHARRO  SUITS 


Sacred  Arts,  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books*Candles*Incense 


Sacred  Arts 
Candles 
Incense 
Books 

973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  941 10 
9415)647-8406 


draws  upon  and  develops  the  art  of  pre- 
Columbian  cultures.  In  such  “primitive"  tradi- 
tions, art  is  not  understood  as  some  immortal 
or  enduring  thing  through  which  the  in- 
dividual artist  achieves  glory,  but  rather  as  an 


ception.  For  the  show  he  has  created  a piece 
called  “Neo-  Pharaoh”,  a gold  parking  meter 
with  an  Egyptian  headdress  in  the  colors  of 
the  American  flag.  By  portraying  the  present 
as  a relic  he  aims  ,0  induce  in  the  viewer  a 
perspective  from  the  future. 

Local  cartoonist  Eve  Gilbert,  who  draws 
the  “Armageddon"  and  “Dangerous’  Pussy" 
comics  is  showing  several  pieces,  including 
“Two  Republicans  Cannibalizing  Body  Parts” 
and  “Three  Drunk  Elvises  Outside  a Tender- 
loin Donut  Shop”. 

Jennifer  Hill  is  a painter  whose  work  “at- 
tempts to  re-capture  the  moment  of  a sudden 
irreversible  change  in  people’s  lives.”  The 
subjects  of  her  paintings  are  faced  with 
catastrophic  events  to  which  they  can  only 
react  with  incomprehension  and  fear.  Hill’s 
talent  lies  in  her  ability  to  suggest  these  emo- 
tions in  the  faces  and  figures  she  paints. 

Mario  Joel,  the  show’s  curator,  is  well- 
respected  by  his  peers  for  his  mastery  of  color 
techniques.  His  paintings  develop  pre- 
Columbian  artistic  traditions  by,  for  example, 
cross-pollinating  them  with  North  American 
pop  art.  His  engagement  with  pop  culture  is 
less  obvious  than  most:  he  makes  very  subtle 
use  of  the  colors  and  contours  of  North 
American  art  forms  such  as  comic  books.  For 
the  show,  he  has  painted  a piece  he  calls  a 
“Mayan  Calendar". 

Arthur  Koch  and  Raymundo  Galindo 
have  each  contributed  realistic  artwork.  Koch, 
who  by  day  designs  computer  graphics  for 
video  games,  has  painted  oils  of  people  and 
landscapes,  while  Galindo,  currently  an  artist- 
in-residence  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
has  produced  a number  of  erotic  watercolors. 

Alvaro  Lagos  is  a Chilean-bom  painter 
whose  father  and  uncle  were  murdered  by  the 
Pinochet  regime.  Most  of  his  paintings 
portray  the  political  situation  in  Chile.  Since 
he  came  to  the  U.S.,  a significant  portion  of 
his  work  has  dealt  with  this  country’s  political 
and  social  attitudes  toward  the  homeless.  The 
piece  he  has  produced  for  the  Starving  Artists’ 
Show  is  an  ironic  juxtaposition  of  images  of 
the  urban  homeless  with  images  of  Christmas. 

Sebastiana  Pastor  has  contributed  a num- 
ber of  works  which  she  describes  as  “evoking 
the  imagery,  colors  and  values  or  care  and 
responsiveness,  and  portraying  the  process  of 
seeing  a need  and  of  responding  to  that  need.” 
Despite  its  matemalistic  and  humanistic 
theme,  her  art  is  often  raw  and  disturbing  in  its 
imagery  - as  is  evidenced  by  the  censorship  of 
one  of  the  paintings  at  her  recent  solo  show. 
She  is  currently  curating  art  exhibits  at  A.T.A 

Rigo  ’92’s  more  recent  work  draws  upon 
yet  subverts  the  visual  cliches  of  advertising. 
His  paintings  resemble  billboards  - but  these 
are  billboards  whose  simple,  univocal  lan- 
guage has  been  fragmented  and  cannot  be 
pieced  together  by  the  viewer  to  form  some 
easily  digested  message.  For  this  show  he  has 
painted  what  he  describes  as  a “nature- 
billboard",  a work  that  plays  on  a comparison 
between  mimesis  in  nature  and  in  advertising. 

Mia  Houlberg  and  Ramon  Quanta  will 


meant  as  a tribute  to  all  those  artists  who  are  at 
least  as  good  as  the  famous  ones,  but  continue 
to  work  in  obscurity  and  poverty  simply  be- 
cause they  love  art.” 

The  Starving  Artists’  Show  thus  salutes 
the  many  artists  who  spend  their  lives  enrich- 
ing the  community  yet  get  little  or  nothing  in 
return.  In  many  ways  it  can  be  seen  as  an  ex- 
tension of  Joel’s  own  work.  His  painting 


act  of  sacrifice,  integrally  linked  with  the  life 
of  a community.  Says  Joel:  “My  favorite  ar- 
tists are  the  Navajo  Sand  Painters  who  go  off 
into  the  desert  to  paint  elaborate  paintings  that 
no-one  will  ever  see  and  that  are  blown  away 
by  the  wind  as  soon  as  they  are  finished.” 

At  any  rate,  The  Starving  Artists’  Show 
has,  over  the  years,  helped  solidify  the  Mis- 
sion arts  scene:  for  outsiders,  of  course,  who 


also  be  exhibiting  work  at  the  show,  which 
begins  December  1st. 


by  Richard  Washboume 

/ his  December  marks  the  third  year  of 
The  Starving  Artists’  Show,  an  event  that  has 
come  to  be  known  as  a barometer  of  the  Mis- 
sion arts  scene.  Recent  work  by  local,  mostly 
younger  artists  is  displayed  at  Pancho  Villa’s 
(3071  16th  Street)  and  Cafe  Macondo  (3159 
16th).  Although  the  work  shown  is  very 
diverse,  all  of  it  evidences  one  important  fact: 
that  despite  years  of  neglect  by  City  Hall  and 
irresponsible  coverage  by  the  mainstream 
media,  the  Mission  is  still  home  to  the  most 
vibrant  arts  scene  in  the  City. 

The  show  was  started  in  1990.  by  local 
painter,  Mario  Joel,  who  curates  the  monthly 
art  exhibitions  at  Pancho  Villa’s.  He  was 
looking  for  an  artist  who  could  fill  the  Decem- 
ber slot  and  he  was  having  no  luck:  it  was  the 
first  Christmas  season  that  the  current  reces- 
sion hit  San  Francisco  and  no  local  artist  could 
afford  the  $1500  or  so  of  materials  it  takes  to 
produce  work  for  a solo  show.  Joel  decided 
instead  to  organize  a group  show  where  each 
artist  would  exhibit  no  more  than  two  paint- 
ings. “People  kept  asking  me  how  I expected 
to  put  on  a show  when  all  the  artists  were 
starving.  So  I decided  it  would  be  The  Starv- 
ing Artists’  Show.” 

The  artists  of  The  Starving  Artists  Show 
are  usually  young  and  usually  very  poor. 
Most  of  them  have  never  taken  an  art  class 
and  aren't  members  of  that  well-heeled,  well- 
connected  clique  that  always  gets  the  grant 
money.  Many  can’t  afford  proper  apartments, 
let  alone  studios,  and  live  and  work  in  win- 
dowless garages  and  storage  spaces. 

They  are  all  extremely  talented  and,  for 
the  most  part,  unrecognized  - though  at  least 
one  of  the  artists  featured  in  the  previous 
shows  has  since  become  nationally  known. 
Joel,  however,  asks  me  not  to  mention  his 
name  in  the  article:  “I  don’t  want  people  to 
look  on  this  show  as  a place  to  spot  artists 
who  are  going  to  become  famous.  Rather,  it’s 
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Little  Actress  in  the  City"  by  Mario  Joel 


get  an  annual  overview  of  what  the  local  arts 
community  is  producing,  but  also  for  the  ar- 
tists themselves  who,  instead  of  working  in  a 
vacuum,  are  able  to  exchange  themes  and  con- 
cerns, see  each  others’  development  and  reas- 
sess their  own  work  in  the  context  of  a group. 

It  is  especially  refreshing  that  such  a key 
show  doesn’t  take  place  in  some  downtown 
gallery,  but  in  a neighborhood  tacqueria  and  a 
coffee  shop,  where  a wide  cross-section  of  the 
population  can  enjoy  it. 

Joel  feels  optimistic  about  the  future  of 
the  visual  arts  in  the  Mission.  In  spite  of  the 
economic  depression,  none  of  the  artists  fea- 
tured in  three  years  of  Starving  Artists’  Shows 
has  given  up,  and  there  are  now  more  artists 
working  the  neighborhood  than  ever  before. 
“Our  arts  community  is  like  a phoenix,  rising 
out  of  the  ashes  of  the  Mission,”  he  jokes. 

Joel  adds  that  he  would  like  to  thank 
Gary  Espinoza,  owner  of  Pancho  Villa’s  and 
Cristina  Gutierrez,  owner  of  the  Macondo,  for 
their  support  of  this  show  and  of  other  local 
arts  events  throughout  the  years. 

Among  the  Starving  Artists  are: 

Roxana  Castillo's  work  is  surreal,  dark 
and  disturbing.  Her  aim,  she  says,  is  to 
produce  feelings  of  anxiety  in  the  viewer.  For 
this  show  she  has  completed  three  pieces: 
“Prayer”,  an  oil  painting,  and  “Denial”  and 
“Too  Much”,  both  charcoals.  In  the  new  year 
she  will  be  travelling  to  Granada,  Spain  to  live 
and  work  with  that  region’s  Gypsies. 

Alfonso  Est eves- Font  was  trained  as  a 
filmmaker.  Appropriately,  his  art  explores  the 
relationship  between  time,  movement  and  per- 
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by  A1  Rose 

(( 

I’m  shopping  in  ihe  Rainbow  market. 
Someone  calls  out  my  name. 

“Al.  Is  that  YOU?” 

There  she  is. 

Ha.  Oh  sweet  jesus.  A long  lost  love 
has,  at  long  last,  returned  to  my  life.  She  has 
moved  here  from  Portland  Oregon,  she  tells 
me.  She  is  now  living  on  Capp  Street. 

I am  in  the  nut  section  of  the  store  when 
she  tells  me  about  (are  you  ready  for  this?)... 
there  is  a Santa  Claus  in  her  garden.  She 
woke  up  in  the  morning  — and! — when  she 
looked  out  her  window...  there! — Santa  Claus 
was.  In  her  garden. 

I was  wondering  what  I could  write  about 
for  my  Christmas  column.  Then  it  happens... 
my  article  comes  to  me,  in  the  nut  section  of 
the  Rainbow  Food  market  (...  upon  hearing 
her  story  I think  back  to  my  High  School  days 
and  I remember  a classic  short  story  about 
someone  seeing  a unicorn  in  their  garden...  I 
DON’T  REMEMBER  WHAT  HAPPEN  IN 
THE  STORY  —BUT!—  I DO  REMEMBER 
THAT  MY  TEACHER  SAID  THE  STORY 
WAS  WORLD  FAMOUS).  I get  so  excited 
hearing  about  the  Santa  Claus  in  her  garden 
(THINKING  MAYBE  I CAN  WRITE  — 
NOT  A WORLD  FAMOUS  STORY  — 
BUT!—  A MISSION  DISTRICT  FAMOUS 
STORY?). 

Anyway,  I get  so  excited  I forget  my  bag. 
A counter  girl  calls  after  me.  “You  almost  lost 
your  nuts,  Al,  talking  to  that  beautiful  girl.” 

(I  swear  on  a camel’s  hump  that  this  real- 
ly did  happen.) 

So  carrying  my  bag  of  nuts,  I walk  over 
to  Capp  Street  with  her.  And  while  we  are 
walking  to  her  apartment,  I am  listening  to  my 
next  column  being  written  for  me  as  she  con- 
tinues telling  me  about  the  Santa-Claus-in-my- 
garden  story.  I am  thinking  to  myself  — 
wishing:  if  she  had  seen  a unicorn  in  her  gar- 
den, it  would  make  for  a better  article  — 
but! — sometimes  a journalist  has  to  accept 


whatever  comes  along.  However,  this  is 
Christmas  time  of  the  year.  So  maybe  (just 
maybe?)  her  seeing  a Santa  Claus  in  her  gar- 
den is  a better  article? 

We  enter  the  girl’s  apartment.  On  Capp 
Street.  She  walks  over  to  the  rear  window. 
Points  to  a garden  area  behind  her  house.  In 
the  garden,  sitting  on  a bench,  is  — (are  you 
ready  for  this?)  a Santa  Claus. 

“See.  Al.  I told  you.  THERE  IS  A 
SANTA  CLAUS  IN  MY  GARDEN.  And,  I 
bet,  you  thought  I was  nuts,  or  something.” 

I tell  the  young  girl.  I certainly  did  not 
think  she  was  nuts,  I was  buying  ’nuts’  when  I 
met  her.  The  nuts!  was  buying  had  nothing  to 
do  with  her  mental  condition. 

OR  DID  THEY?  (Ha  — sweet  mystery 
of  life?)... 

“Go  on.  Go  out  there  — Al,"  she  tells 
me.  “Go  out  there  and  talk  to  Santa  Claus. 
Interview  Santa  Claus.  Find  out  why  Santa 
Claus  is  in  my  garden.”  She  pushes  me  out 
the  back  door.  “You  have  to  have  a conversa- 
tion with  Santa  Claus.  We  both  may  be  seeing 
something  that  is  not  really  there.” 

So  — I go.  I walk  out  into  the  garden.  I 
walk  up  to  what  looks  like  a homeless  Santa 
Claus.  Not  knowing  what  else  to  say,  I say: 
“Santa.  Hi  Santa.  How  the  •••  are  you?” 
“Two  very  bloodshot  eyes  stare  up  at  me. 
A toothless  smile  smiles  up  at  me. 

I notice  Santa  Claus  is  holding  a pocket 
size  AA  manual.  When  I get  closer,  I can  read 
some  printed  words  that  are  pasted  onto  the 
cover  of  the  AA  book.  They  read: 

DARE  TO  BELIEVE 
TO  BELIEVE 

WITH  ALL  YOUR  HEART, 

THAT  YOUR  DREAMS 
CAN  COME  TRUE. 

I can  tell,  after  reading  the  pasted  words 
ont  he  cover  of  the  AA  manual  that  this  — 
beyond  all  doubt — is  my  kind  of  Santa  Claus. 

Most  of  the  people  I come  in  daily  con- 
tact with  have  given  up  (have  completely 
given  up!),  thinking  their  dreams  are  worth 


dreaming  about  — yet! — alone,  actually 
beginning  to  make  even  a remote  attempt  to 
believe  that  their  dreams  can  come  true. 

So  — here  I am,  in  a backyard  garden  on 
Capp  Street,  with  a homeless  person  dressed 
up  in  a Santa  Claus  costume  that  has  that  I- 
found-this-in-sorae-garbage-can  look.  And, 
this  Santa  Claus  really  believes  in  love.  I can 
see  that.  I can  see  by  the  way  Santa  Claus  is 
clutching  the  AA  manual  in  what  looks  to  be  a 
death  grip  — that! — this  Santa  Claus  has  had 
a lot  of  love  experience. 

So  — now! — I ask  myself,  how  — how 
can  I talk  to  this  poor  old  homeless  lady 
dressed  in  a Santa  Claus  outfit.  How  do  I tell 
her  I truly  feel  sorry  for  her  having  to  sleep  in 
a garden,  in  the  rain,  in  the  cold  — and! — all 
alone.  I stand  there,  trying  to  figure  out  what 
to  ask  her. 

Then  she  solves  that  problem,  by  asking 

me: 

“What  do  you  want  for  Christmas? 

“I  am  Santa  Claus.  Go  on  and  tell  me. 
What  do  you  want  for  Christmas?” 

Then  I say  it  — I tell  her  what  I always 
wanted  to  tell  all  the  women  in  my  life.  What 
I always  wanted.  Hie  only  thing  I ever  really 
wanted  for  Christmas.  The  thing  that  matters 
most  to  me.  The  thing  that  you  can’t  wrap  up 
and  put  a pretty  ribbon  on.  A thing  you  can’t 
buy  for  a million/trillion  dollars.  This  is  — all 
I ever  wanted  for  Christmas  (from  anyone),  I 
tell  her. 

“A  HUG.” 

I WANT  A HUG. 

A GENTLE  LOVING  HUMANLY 
WARM...  HUG!  THAT’S  ALL  I WANT.  1 
NEVER  GOT  ONE  FROM  MY  MOTHER.  I 
WAS  BORN  DEFORMED.  UGLY.  I WAS 


BORN  WITHOUT  UPS.  SO  MY  MOTHER 
— MY  OWN  MOTHER  WOULD  NOT  HUG 
ME.  I NEED  A HUG.  YOU  DON’T  KNOW 
HOW  BAD  I NEED  A HUG.  JUST  ONE 
HUG." 

I think  I am  screaming.  I don’t  know.  I 
do  know  I am  talking  very  loud.  All  I know  is 
that  this  time  she  hears  me. 

With  great  effort,  the  little  old  homeless 
lady,  dressed  in  her  throw  away  Santa  Claus 
outfit,  pushes  herself  up  from  off  the  garden 
bench.  With  thin  trembling  arms  she  wraps 
first,  her  left  arm  around  me.  Then,  using  my 
erect  body  as  one  would  use  a post  to  help  get 
to  a standing  position,  she  pulls  herself  closer 
to  me  so  she  can  wrap  her  right  arm  around 
roe.  Now,  with  both  of  her  arms  wrapped 
around  me,  she  hangs  on  to  me  like  we  are  on 
some  bus,  and  we  are  going  down  hill,  and  she 
needs  the  support  of  my  body  to  keep  her 
balance,  and  to  be  able  to  keep  standing  erect. 

Then  — I feel  it.  Well,  I think  I feel  it?  I 
think  it  was  a hug.  I think  that  was  what  she 
was  trying  (as  best  she  was  able)  to  give  to 
me. 

Anyway,  I felt  something  I think  was  a 
very  feeble  hug.  A very  weak  hug.  A very 
faint  hug.  A very,  almost  nonexistent  hug. 

“There.  You  got  your  Christmas  wish, 
young  man.” 

It  was  a hug  I never  really  felt  — but! — I 
knew,  I received  it,  and  it  would  be  one  hug  I 
would  remember  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  As  I 
am  about  to  leave  the  garden,  I turn,  and  I tell 
her  “MERRY  CHRISTMAS.  Thank  you. 
Merry  Christmas.” 

“And  a MERRY  CHRISTMAS  to  you 
too,”  she  tells  me. 
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BAH! 

by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

Wen  asking  me  what  I’ll  write  about 
for  this  issue,  the  Editor  says:  what,  nothing 
about  Christmas?"  1 thought  he  was  kidding. 
As  it  turns  out,  I was  kidding  when  I said 
“no”.  I am  ambivalent  about  this  holiday. 

1 do  enjoy  the  twinkling  lights.  1 admire 
the  aspirations  of  joy,  peace,  community.  I 
appreciate  the  expression  of  generosity,  shar- 
ing, merriment.  I find  pleasure  in  the  aromas 
of  frankincense  and  myrrh.  I feel  awe  at  the 
sight  of  candles  burning  and  reflecting  silver 
and  gold.  Still,  underneath  the  wonder  in- 
spired by  such  beauty,  I am  skeptical  about  the 
real  meanings  of  our  sacred  rituals  now 
devolved  into  thoughtless  habits. 

This  time  of  year  disgruntles  me.  Stores 
no  longer  have  the  decency  to  wait  until  the 
Macy’s  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  to  put  up 
decorations.  Christmas  hype  started  in  Oc- 
tober this  year.  I wonder  what  the  Magi 
would  think  if  they  knew  that  their  one-  gift- 
apiece  offering  to  the  Baby  Jesus  has  turned 
into  a multibillion  dollar  spending  spree,  ad- 
vertising agency  bonanza,  commercial  ex- 
travaganza. For  many  businesses,  this  is  the 
time  of  year  when  they  make  half  their  annual 
revenues. 

I happen  to  believe  that  money  is  a drug. 
We  seek  to  acquire  it  with  the  same  frenzy  of 
an  addiction.  Drug  use  is  an  attempt  to  numb, 
to  forget.  I want  to  look  beyond  this 
Christmas  drug  orgy,  when  massive  quantities 
of  products  are  consumed  and  money  is  in- 
jected into  the  market  to  produce  an  economic 
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high,  to  see  what  it  is  we  are  forgetting. 

While  the  birth  of  the  Messiah  for  some 
is  a monumental  moment,  we  overlook  the  as- 
tounding feat  of  the  birth  itself.  Mary  gave 
birth  to  a child  without  having  sexual  relations 
with  a man.  The  nonreligious  are  skeptical 
but  there’s  evidence  in  this  and  other  instances 
that  such  a birth  is  not  a religious  fanatic’s 
delusion.  The  word  parthenogenesis  does  not 
exist  to  describe  this  one  event. 

Even  with  thorough  purging  of  records 
and  the  rewriting  of  history,  there  are  sdll 
fragments  of  evidence  that  suggest  Mary  was 
not  alone.  There  are  several  instances  that 
give  proof  of  the  ability  of  women  to  give 
birth  to  children  without  the  need  of  a sperm. 
In  fact  our  own  science  has  experimented  and 
proven  that  two  eggs  together  will  create  a 
child.  The  drawback  for  he  patriarchy  is  that 
the  child  of  such  a birth  is  always  a girl.  This 
knowledge  is  a fundamentally  dangerous  chal- 
lenge to  sex  roles. 

We  also  forget  or  numb  out  that  the  Magi 
were  representatives  of  matriarchal  traditions 
and  wiccan  beliefs.  This  is  the  time  of  the 
Winter  Solstice  celebration:  the  journey  of 
darkness  to  light,  of  inner  contemplation  This 
is  a time  of  death  and  rebirth. 

This  wiccan  holy-day  is  a complement  to 
the  natural  season  which  is  a time  of 
diminished  light  and  hibernation.  It  is  the  one 
season  in  which  we  are  intended  to  give 
generously  to  the  self,  to  remember  our  con- 
nection with  life  in  the  home,  the  world,  the 
cosmos.  This  knowledge  is  a fundamentally 
dangerous  challenge  to  repression. 


For  those  who  are  nonmatriarchal,  what’s 
remembered  of  the  Messiah?  If  we  remember 
his  life,  we  must  honor  his  Jewish  cultural 
traditions  and  Pagan  spiritual  practices.  Yet  at 
this  time  Chanukkah,  the  celebration  of  light 
and  cultural  survival,  is  shrouded  in  the 
darkened  shadow  of  a secularized  Christmas. 
Pagan  traditions  are  not  evidenced  in  any  of 
the  ads  or  shop  windows. 

Jesus,  having  been  blessed  by  the  Magi, 
practiced  many  magical,  pagan  arts  such  as 
resurrecting  the  dead,  laying  on  of  hands, 
telekinesis,  dairaudience,  clairvoyance  and 
changing  the  shapes  of  objects.  He  travelled 
in  a group  of  thirteen  (a  coven).  Unusual  for 
the  times,  this  group  was  honored  with  the 
constant  presence  of  a woman.  However,  it’s 
not  unusual  for  a coven  to  have  a high  pries- 
tess (Mary  Magdalene).  This  memory  is  a 


fundamentally  dangerous  challenge  to  the 
patriarchy. 

My  meditation  this  winter  is  that  we’ll 
travel  into  the  light  to  honor,  remember, 
celebrate  our  matriarchal  roots;  that  we’ll 
evolve  from  the  darkness  of  fear,  suspidoo, 
repression.  I hope  that  we  receive  the  gift  of 
understanding. 

There  is  another  holy-day  lost  in  the 
hoopla.  Kwansaa  is  the  African  American 
celebration  of  identity,  pride  in  who  we  are. 
As  we  light  the  candles  in  this  and  other 
rituals,  let  us  remember  and  be  filled  with  the 
brightness  of  knowledge.  May  we  pray  for  the 
celebration  of  our  cultural  traditions,  for  the 
fulfillment  of  our  spiritual  visions,  for  the  en- 
lightenment of  our  purposes;  and  for  the 
courage  to  meet  the  challenges. 


EL  EDIFICIO  DE  MUJERES 

RENTAL  SPACE 

A ROOM  OF  YOUR  OWN 

at  our  community  center 

• For  meetings,  classes,  benefits 

• Close  to  public  transportaiton 

• Special  rates  for  Non-profits 

• Childcare  space  available  at  special  rates 

• Call  now  (hablamos  espanol) 

3543  18th  St*San  Francisco#CA*94 1 1 0*4 1 5-43 1-1  180 


HOLIDAY  SALE 

DECEMBER  5-22 


• Hand-building  and 
wheel-throwing 
classes 

• Low-fire, 
raku,  and 
high-fire  reduc- 
tion 

• Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional 
studio  time 

• For  more  information,  call  431-6296 


THE  WOMEN'S  BUILDING 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


HOLIDAYS  RUMBA 


by  Robert  Leaver 

If  you’re  looking  for  an  alternative  to 
the  commercial  Christmas  spirit,  check  out  the 
spirits  (orishas)  from  Africa  invoked  by  Los 
Munequitos  de  Matanzas  from  Cuba.  These 
master  musicians  and  dancers  are  taking  their 
Afro-Cuban  folklore  across  the  U.S.A.  on  an 
“educational”  tour  and,  as  witnessed  at  Mis- 
sion High,  they  are  playing  to  wildly  en- 
thusiastic packed  houses. 

Now  on  a new  label,  Qbadisc,  founded 
by  Ned  Sublette,  who  compiled  the  Cuba 
Classics  series  for  Luaka  Bop/Warner,  we 
have  “Rumba  Caliente  88/77",  a new  C.D.  by 
Los  Munequitos  featuring  material  from  1977 
and  1988;  the  liner  notes  provide  a strong  in- 
troduction to  this  historical  group. 

Qbadisc  has  two  other  Cuban  releases 
available.  “Purus”  is  a collection  by  Original 
de  Manzanillo  - one  of  the  premier  charanga 
style  groups  in  Cuba.  They  use  the  standard 
percussion  and  horns  while  retaining  the 
violin;  their  arrangements  are  modem  playful- 
ly pop  with  the  electric  guitar  tastefully  in- 
tegrated. 

Perhaps  the  most  popular  band  in  Cuba 
since  1990,  NG  La  Banda  (NG  = Nueva 
Generation)  have  a C.D.,  “En  La  Calle”  com- 
piled from  their  two  Cuban  L.P.’s.  Founded 
by  Jose  Luis  Corets,  formerly  a flautist  with 
Los  Van  Van  and  Irakeie,  La  Banda  depart 
from  the  songo  style  and  use  forms  close  to 
salsa  popular  in  Puerto  Rico  and  New  York 
City;  they  have  given  the  names  “bomba-  son" 
and  “balada  salsa”  to  such  songs. 

“Diablo  A1  Infiemo!”,  a collection  sub- 
titled Cuba  Classics  3:  New  Directions  in 
Cuban  Music"  has  12  cuts  - some  by  the  more 


well  known  like  Irakere,  Sintesis,  Van  Van 
and  Pablo  Milanes,  some  by  new  artists  like 
Mezcla,  Dan  Den,  La  Banda  and  some  truly 
dreadful  Cuban  reggae  and  heavy  metal. 

One  group  which  deserves  special  men- 
tion is  Grupo  Vocal  Samplin,  an  a capella  sex- 
tet who  perform  a rumba,  “Congo 
Yambumba",  with  voices  doing  the  drum  lines 
perfectly. 

“Cantos”  is  the  most  unusual  collabora- 
tion between  the  artful  Cuban  pop  band, 
Mezcla,  and  Lazaro  Ros,  a famous  singer  of 
sacred  Yoruba  chants.  Recorded  in  Germany, 
it  is  now  out  on  C.D.  This  is  a fusion  of  Afro- 
Cuban  drumming  and  vocals  with  elements  of 
rock,  Afro  and  Caribbean  pop  and  jazz.  Even 
more  unusual  than  the  music  is  the  fact  that 
this  Cuban  band  is  led  by  a man  from  Oak- 
land, Pablo  Mcncndez,  son  of  singer  Barbara 
Dane.  He  went  to  Cuba  in  the  mid-sixties  and 
stayed. 

“Cantos”  comes  with  a booklet  contain- 
ing notes  on  Afro-Cuban  music  and  instru- 
ments as  well  as  introductions  to  all  the  songs, 
the  Yoruba  lyrics,  and  an  English  translation. 

Boukeman  Eksperyans,  from  Haiti,  have 
released  their  second  album  “Kalfuu  Danjere” 
(Dangerous  Crossroads).  The  title  cut,  a 
voudou  metaphor  with  strong  political  senti- 
ments, was  a massively  popular  clandestine  hit 
during  this  year’s  Carnival  in  Haiti. 

Their  first  album,  “Voodoo  Adjae”,  took 
traditional  voudou  and  rara  (carnival  rhythms) 
into  a fusion  with  rock  and  Afro-pop.  This 
second  record,  recorded  this  summer  in  post- 
coup Haiti,  is  more  diverse,  the  voice  more 
sure,  the  sound  less  chaotic  and  the  harmonies 
are  ecstatic. 

From  the  acoustic  guitar  and  John  Len-  , 


non-like  vocals  of  the  first  cut  to  the  funk  of 
“Jou  Nou  Revolte”  to  the  Afro-Caribbean 
electro-pop  of  “Kouman  Sa  Te  Ye”,  to  the 
reggae  feel  of  “Zanset  Nou  Yo”,  to  the  call- 
and-response  a capella  of  “Fey”  to  the  Afro- 
Haitian  “Bade  Zile”,  this  recording  is  like  a 
Haitian  painting  in  its  many  bright  colors  and 


textures. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Haiti,  “The  Rainy 
Season”  by  Amy  Willentz  is  a personal  narra- 
tive which  explores  Haiti  today  and  its  history, 
the  dty  and  countryside  and,  most  tragically, 
its  politics. 


Isadora  Duncan  Dance  Center 


AFTER  SCHOOL 

CHILDREN'S  DANCE  ARTS 
(415)  587-0730 

3435  Army  St.  Studio  202  S.F.  CA  94110 


Cesar’s  Latin 
Palace 


The  Best  in  Live  Latin  Music  & Disco  Dancing 

3140  Mission  St.  at  Army 
648-6611 


Latin 

All 

Stars 

D.J.  Freddy 


Fri  - Sat  & Sunday  9 PM 
Salsa/Mambo  Dance  Lessons 


Continuous  Dancing  Until  5 AM 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
MR.  NUTCRACKER  ^ 

Our  friend  mr.  nutcracker 
IS  CELEBRATING  his 
100th  BIRTHDAY! 

Come  out  and  see  him  and  his  shelf  mates: 

Santas,  snow  globes,  nesting  dolls,  coobie  jars 
and  lots  of  other  Holiday  gifts  and  ornaments 
created  by  Vietri.  Christopher  Radbo.  Fitz  & Floyd. 

Snow  VilIage.'“Arthur  Court  and  many  more. 

ENTER  OUR  DRAWING  FOR  A 30"  QUILTED  SANTA 
NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY. 

(He's  gorgeous. . he's  collectible. . and  he's  recycled! 

See  contest  rules  at  store) 

THE  CLIFF  HOUSE 

CHRISTMAS  SHOP 

1090  Point  Lobos  at  Seal  Rocb  • San  Francisco  • 387-5993 


*************** 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


3296  22nd/Valencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7 days  a week- 
Mon8am-3pm  Tue-Fr  8 am-11  pm 
Sof-Sun  9 cm-ll  pm 

BreaKfasr  Lunch  & D,nner  , 


*************** 


EDITOR’S  COMMENT 


Poetry  Page 


This  month's  issue  is  highlighting  works  from  several  of  the  readers  who  performed  during  this  Fall's  Reading  Series.  Our 
next  issue  will  be  the  second  in  the  series  providing  profiles  of  the  Poetics  Program  instructors , the  feature  will  offer  a 
glimpse  of  Gloria  Frym. 

KATHLEEN  FRASER 


DEVORAH  MAJOR 

A mother-of-two  who  finds  inspiration  in  the  family,  a teacher  and  an  editor.  New  College 
instructor  Devorah  Major  utilizes  her  training  as  an  actress  and  dancer  in  approaching 
poetry  as  both  a written  and  performing  art.  Her  poetry,  fiction  and  essays  have  found  rep- 
resentation in  a number  of  anthologies  and  magazines  including  California  Childhoods, 
Practicing  Angels , "River  Styx",  ‘Black  Scholar “ and  "Zyizyvo".  A short  story,  A Crowded 
Table,  received  recognition  with  a Pushcart  Award  for  short  fiction.  Ms.  Major  was  a 1 989 
recipient  of  a CAC  Writing  Fellowship.  Her  first  book  of  poetry,  traveling  women,  a two  poet 
anthology  also  featuring  Opal  Palmer  Adisa,  was  published  in  1989  by  jukeBox  Press.  Mss. 
Major  and  Palmer  also  collaborate  as  the  Daughters  of  Yam,  releasing  in  November  a 
recording  featuring  poems  accompanied  by  a Jazz  trio.  The  recording,  FIERCE  //  LOVE,  is 
available  on  Irresistible/  Revolutionary  Records.  Completed  works  and  others  in  progress 
include  poetry  manuscripts  Primary  Colors  and  Love  Makes  Me  Do  Foolish  Things,  a short 
story.  Brown  Class  Windows,  and  a first  novel  is  also  in  process.  Ms.  Major  read  at  New 
College  on  September  24. 

(from:  colored  folk  series) 

c.p.  time  or 

why  you  always  got  to  wait  for  the  show  to  start 


Kathleen  Fraser's  new  book.  When  New  Time  Folds  Up,  will  be  published  by  Chax  Press  next  Fall.  The 
National  Poetry  Foundation  will  bring  out  her  New  and  Collected  Poems  (1 966-1 992)  in  1 994.  She  edit- 
ed HOW(ever)  from  1 983-1 991  and  founded  the  American  Poetry  Archives  during  her  tenure  as  direc- 
tor of  the  Poetry  Center  at  San  Francisco  State,  where  she  taught  for  twenty  years.  She  is  a San 
Francisco  resident.  Her  December  3 reading  concludes  the  Poetics  Invitation  Series  for  the  Fall  session. 

.inrtprsmnH  And  scrunulons  gender’d,  thus  I tried 

I would  have  stayed  at  home  as  luck  as  in  neutral’ 


if  a bystander  plated  in  gold, 

rehearsal 

food 

understood  and  scrupulous  among 

metal  bowls,  but  a doctor  goes 

to  the  Gymnasium  where  scale  is 

in  key 

brick  to  the  heart  and  air  corn- 


running  with  you  as  we  talked, 
inside  the  blue  grape  hyacinth 

represses 

where  nature  reproduces  its 
mechanical  force,  rughetta 
wild  in  tomb  grass, 


some  say  we  can’t  be  on  time. 

don’t  respect 

or  even  understand  it. 

never  mind  our  polyrhythms 

hip  swaying 

finger  popping 

time, 

they  say, 

is  a mystery  to  us 

too  dumb, 

they  grumble, 

to  even  punch  a clock,  yes 

flatly  measured  time  eludes  us 

like  a fish  swimming  through 

our  river  soaked  hands 

but  then  again  the  time 

we  keep  is  colored 

understood  in  the  cadence 

of  the  heart. 

take  a party 

where  we  divide  ourselves 

some  playing  the  warm-up  team  and  others 

gathering  to  become  the  stride  and  peak  pack 

while  a final  few  are  roll  up  the  carpet  crews 

instead  of  all  coming  at  the  appointed  hour 

civilized 

punctual 

reliable 

dinner  at  eight 
don’t  be  late 
on  time. 

most  of  us 

use  different  calendars 

started  thousands  of  years  before 

this  christ  defined  millennium. 

it  is  true  we  don’t  acknowledge  time 

in  seconds  and  hours 

don’t  rely  on  time 

in  weekends  and  sabbaticals. 

resist  it  when  counted  in  less  than  moons 

caress  it  when  remembered  in  more  than  centuries 

and  we  do  not  fear  it  and  it  does  not  jail  us. 

which  is  not  to  applaud  being  late 

i mean  after  the  party  is  over 

you  have  missed  it. 

and  when  the  curtain  has  dropped 

the  show  is  done  been  and  gone. 

say  when  the  tide  is  low 

you’ve  got  to  wait 

for  it  to  rise 

before  you  sail. 

but  time  is  not 

a capsule 

a dose 

a molecule 

infinitely  divisible 

something  that  can  fit  around  your  wrist 
or  hang  thin  chained  from  a belt. 

time  is  blue  and  has  an  incredible  sense  of  humor 

it  has  false  teeth  and  an  iron  stomach. 

if  you  shiver,  it  can  smell  like  death 

and  you  can  dance  through  its  sunrise 

and  arrive  in  time  on  its  eternally  sensual  beat. 

Devorah  Major 


pletely  empties  itself,  without 

#3 

interracial  series 


Kathleen  Fraser 

from  When  New  Time  Folds  Up 


if  there  is  one  thing 

i believe  my  mother  and  father 

have  never  resolved 

it  is  time,  the  downbeat 

the  six  eight  swing 

the  space  that  rocks 

between  bessie  and  carmen 

it  is  the  clock 

the  hour 

the  moment 

my  mother  has  swung  in  mingus 
cried  as  bass  strummed  to  ocean 
my  father  flown  with  dolphy 
and  rested  in  ranges  of  miles, 
it  was  not  music 
that  formed  the  schism 
it  was  time 

the  way  it  passed  and  waited 
what  it  felt  like  when  it  hung 
still,  sallow 

how  to  pick  it  up  and  run 
how  to  stride 
to  sustain 
to  hold  the  beat 
of  the  moment 

time 

they  did  not  agree 
on  time 

it  was  a cultural  difference. 
Devorah  Major 


LUCHA  CORPI 

Bom  in  Mexico,  Ms.  Corpi  came  to  Berkeley  at 
age  nineteen  as  a student  wife.  A subsequent 
divorce  moved  her  towards  a poetic  identity 
and  the  eventual  publication  of  two  bilingual 
collections  of  poetry;  Noon  Words/Palabras  de 
Mediodio  (Fuego  de  Aztlan  Publications,  1 980) 
and  Variaciones  sobre  una  tempestad/Variotions 
on  a Storm  (Third  Woman  Press,  1 990),  both 
translated  into  English  by  Catherine  Rodriquez- 
Nieto.  Her  second  novel.  Eulogy  for  a Brown 
Angel  (Arte  Publicio  Press),  has  just  recently 
been  released.  Ms.  Corpi  has  been  the  recipient 
of  several  literary  awards,  including  a National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  fellowship.  Her  partici- 
pation also  includes  a stint  as  president  of 
Centro  Chicano  de  Escritores  (Chicano  Writers 
Center)  and  membership  in  the  feminist  mys- 
tery novel  circle  Sisters  in  Crime.  She  lives  in 
Oakland  and  teaches  English  to  adults  in  the 
Oakland  Public  Schools.  Lucha  read  at  NCOC 
on  November  1 2. 

Vientiuno 

Tal  vez 

este  breve  instante  de  conciencia 
este  pocma 

pequeha  brecha  en  la  tormenta 
es  todo  lo  que  me  fuera  destinado. 

Twenty-one 
It  may  be 

that  this  moment  of  awareness 
this  poem 

this  small  break  in  the  storm 
is  all  I was  meant  to  have. 

Lucha  Corpi 

from  Variaciones  sobre  una  tempestad/ 
Variations  on  a Storm 
translated  from  the  Spanish  by 
Catherine  Rodriquez-Nieto 


EMILY  DICKINSON 

Como  tu,  soy  de  ayer, 
de  las  bahias  en  donde 
se  ancla  el  dia  a 
esperar  su  propia  hora. 

Como  yo,  eres  de  hoy, 
del  andar  de  esa  hora 
en  la  que  apenas  palpita 
lo  que  aun  no  ha  nacido. 

Somos  cultivadoras  de 
indecibles,  tejedoras 
de  singulares,  campesinas 
migratorias  en  busca  de 
chinampas  aun  sin 
siembra  y sin  cosecha. 

EMILY  DICKINSON 

Like  you,  I belong  to  yesterday, 
to  the  bays  where 
day  is  anchored  to 
wait  for  its  hour. 

Like  me,  you  belong  to  today, 
the  progression  of  that  hour 
when  what  is  unborn 
begins  to  throb. 

We  are  cultivators  of 
the  unsayable,  weavers 
of  singulars,  migrant 
workers  in  search  of 
floating  gardens  as  yet 
unsown,  as  yet  unharvested. 

Lucha  Corpi 

from  Palabras  de  mediodia/Noon  Words 
translated  from  the  Spanish  by 
Catherine  Rodriquez-Nieto 


CAROLYN  LAU 

A researcher  in  Americon-Chinese  culture  Ms.  Lau  has  experienced  extended  visits  to  Chino  on  three  occa- 
sions. Currently  on  East  Bay  resident  she  is  presently  working  on  on  anthology  of  ancient  Chinese  women 
poets.  Ms.  Lau  read  on  October  1 . 

DAPHNE  RETURNING 

We  were  talking  about  something. 

Words  rowing  in  unfamiliar  tones 
while  seagulls  lifted  me  to  a comer 
of  window;  the  grey  paint  bordering  sky 
and  Sunday  sun  touching  the  bed. 

What  were  wc  saying?  I said  it  to  myself 
several  times.  Separate.  Simple. 

1 was  excited  lying  next  to  you 

even  though  I didn’t  kiss  a lot 

or  smile.  The  moment  was  big 

and  steady.  My  heart  was  dancing  and  walking. 

The  syllables  arrived  without  reason 
and  left  me,  new. 

Carolyn  Lau 
from  Wode  Shuofa 
(My  Way  of  Speaking) 


READING  SERIES 

The  Reading  Series  concludes  the  Fall 
season  with  Kathleen  Fraser’s  appear- 
ance on  December  3,  at  8 PM  at 
NCOC,  766  Valencia  (between  18th 
& 19th),  San  Francisco.  The  Poetics 
Program  is  hosting  an  end-of-term 
open  house/party/reading  on  December 
17th  — all  are  invited  to  attend  the 
gathering,  again  an  8 PM  event  to  be 
held  at  766  Valencia.  For  information 
on  any  aspect  of  the  Poetics  Program 
please  call  415/626  0884  ext.  178. 


IHS  PANEL  ON 
NATIVE  HEALTH  RIGHTS  IN 
THE  AMERICAS 


C0| 


Student  Theater  Productions 


Music  Box 


Wara  AJdrete,  Diane  Williams,  Sebastian  Quinac 


On  November  19,  the  Integrated 
Health  Studies  Program  at 
New  College  with  the 
Committee  for  Health  Rights  in  Central 
America  sponsored  a panel  to  look  at 
healing  and  health  rights  for  the  indige- 
nous peoples  of  America  after  500 
years  of  resistance  to  colonialism. 

Wara  Aldrete,  MPH  from  the 
South  and  Meso-American  Indian 
Information  Center  and  a Native  per- 
son from  northern  Argentina,  spoke  of 
the  role  of  healing  as  an  act  of  creating 
and  re-creating  community.  The  racism 
and  colonialism  of  Western  medicine  is 
manifest  in  its  individualization  of 
experience.  The  struggle  of  native  peo- 
ples to  recuperate  their  traditional  heal- 
ing knowledge  and  practice  is  thus 
simultaneously  a political  struggle  for 
self  determination. 


Sebastian  Quinac,  Groupo  Maya  - 
Kusamej  Funan,  from  Guatemala  spoke 
beautifully  of  the  traditional 
healing  practices  he  had  known  as  a 
boy.  He  not  only  spoke  of  their  medical 
efficacy,  but  echoed  Aldrete’s  notion 
that  the  real  travesty  of  Western  medi- 
cine is  the  cultural  dependence  it  fosters 
- what  Ivan  Illich  has  called  ‘cultural 
iatrogenesis’. 

Finally,  Diane  Williams,  MPH 
Health  Educator  from  the  Sacred  Circle 
of  Birth,  Native  American  Health 
Center  in  Oakland  spoke.  She  spoke  of 
cultural  wisdom  as  healing  agent  for 
both  physical  and  mental  health.  Again 
for  her,  the  dichotomy  between  cultural 
knowledge  and  medical  knowledge  is  a 
product  of  reductionist  Western  science 
and  a danger  to  both  individual  and 
community. 


GETTING  OUT 
THE  VOTE  ! 


Many  New  College  students,  faculty  and  administrators 
helped  get  out  the  vote  on  November  3 bywalking 
precincts  for  Democratic  Headquarters.  Particularly  con- 
cerned that  an  early  prediction  of  a Clinton  victory  could  harm 
Barbara  Boxer’s  election  hopes,  this  group  piled  into  a truck  headed 
for  the  Richmond  district  after  classes  ended  on  election  day. 


On  December  6 & 7,  following  a 12/2  opening,  a staged  reading  of  Tara 
Youngblood’s  play  Music  Box  will  occur  in  the  Theater  at  777  Valencia 
Street.  The  story  is  a contemporary  drama  of  a young  woman’s  journey 
into  her  past  of  rape  and  incest  as  she  relives  it  to  her  comatose  mother.  It  is  directed 
by  Tara  and  Syrianthi  Gunewardena.  A discussion  led  by  poet/playwright  and  core 
faculty  member  Genny  Lim  and  reception  will  follow.  Any  donations  will  benefit  the 
Multicultural  Scholarship  Fund. 

Sensed  that,  pulled 
Hair,  got  Undressed 

In  a production  that  was  generated  dur- 
ing Keith  Hennesey’s  performance  class, 

Carrie  Field  and  Miriam  Kronenberg 
are  two  white/truth/grunge  diggers  per- 
forming dance  and  text  workshops  which  explore  privilege,  queer  life,  passion, 
images,  relationships,  STD’s  and  rape.  The  production  will  take  place  at  848 
Divisidaro  on  Dec.  4 8c  5 and  tickets  are  $5-10. 


Genny  Lim,  Herbie  Lewis  in  Made 
in  Chinatown,  U.S.A. 


On  October  29  at  Fort  Mason,  Arts 
faculty  member  Genny  Lim  co- 
produced a music-poetry  collabo- 
ration with  musician/composer  Frances 
Wong  and  which  included  pianist  Jon 
Jang,  drummer  E.W.  Wamwrighr  and  fea- 
tured an  original  composition,  “Sunday 
Afternoon  in  Zocala”  by  Jazz  Studies 
Director  Herbie  Lewis. 

The  piece,  Made  in  Chinatown,  U.S.A.,  explored  the  coming  of  age  of  the 
Chinese  American  identity.  Through  culture,  both  Asian  and  American,  it  explored 
how  Chinese  Americans  have  survived  and  become  whole  by  recreating  themselves 
from  the  influences  around  them.  With  Genny  as  narrator  using  improvisational  lan- 
guage inspired  by  traditional  Chinese  melodies  and  a narrative  set  in  African 
American  Jazz,  the  evening  presented  glimpses  of  the  Chinese  American  experience 
set  in  the  cross-cultural  currents  of  living  in  America. 


World  Study  in  Mexico 
Spring  1993 


With  the  incorporation  of  World  College  West  into  New  College,  a new 

study  area  has  been  added  — World  Study.  This  Spring,  students  will  be 
heading  off  to  Michoacan  in  Southwest  Mexico  to  gain  a deeper  under- 
standing of  Mexican  society,  history  and  culture;  improve  their  Spanish;  and  global- 
ize their  education  regarding  the  world’s  diversity  by  spending  15  weeks  in  Mexico 
earning  sixteen  credits  which  includes  field  study  and  other  independent  projects  e.g. 
traditional  medicine;  women’s  issues;  environmental  projects;  etc.  For  more  informa- 
tion call  Reina  Smoley  at  (707)  765-0778. 


Book  Party/Ritual  : Mimesis  and 
Alterity:  A Particular  History  of  the 
Senses  by  Michael  Taussig  M.D.,  PhD. 

Michael  Taussig,  anthropologist,  physician,  faculty  member  in  Performance  Studies 
at  NYU  and  author  of  Shamanism  Colonialism  and  the  Wild  Man;  The  Devil  and 
Commodity  Fetishism  in  South  America  and  The  Nervous  System  , in  his  new  book, 
Mimesis  and  Alterity:  A Particular  History  of  the  Senses  explores  mimesis  - called 
“sympathetic  magic”  in  an  older  language  - the  nature  that  culture  uses  to  make  sec- 
ond nature;  to  copy,  imitate,  make  models  of,  explore  difference,  yield  into  and 
become  Other. 


Wine,  beer,  music,  ritual  performance.  Saturday  December  5 
5 pm  - 7 pm.  New  College  of  California  777  Valencia  Street 


Photo  by  Francis  Clement 
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14th  ANNUAL  CRAFTS  WOMEN ’S 

CELEBRATION 


Craftswoman  Juana  Pena  welds  animal  sculptures  in  plated  steel. 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  CROWN  UPS 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  del  s-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  sexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  toys. 

1 21 0 Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  every  day  1 1 a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  550-0827 j 


by  Gary  Byrd 

This  month  over  10,000  curious  spec- 
tators and  buyers  are  coming  together  for  an 
event  honoring  the  talents  of  women. 

The  Herbst  Pavilion  at  Fort  Mason  Cen- 
ter will  house  the  14th  annual  Celebration  of 
Craftswomen  the  second  and  third  weekend  of 
December.  It  is  the  largest  juried  women's 
craft  fair  in  the  nation,  featuring  arts  and  crafts 
from  230  women. 

The  fair  offers  women  of  every  economic 
stratum  a unique  opportunity  to  publicly  show 
and  sell  their  work  and  raises  money  for  the 
San  Francisco  Women’s  Building  located  in 
the  Mission. 

The  jury  considered  many  factors  before 
choosing  who  would  participate.  Looking 
past  the  submitted  photographs,  jurors  picked 
works  that  were  original  and  of  singular  qua- 
lity. Ethnic  backgrounds  also  were  a determi- 
nant in  composing  a cross  section  of  women’s 
art  and  craft. 

After  selection,  women  were  allotted 
booths  at  various  prices.  For  instance.  Imelda 
Iraeta  fled  El  Salvador  where  death  squads 
hounded  her  and  currently  cleans  houses  for 
sustenance.  She  can’t  pay  much  for  a booth, 
but  instead  of  eliminating  those  without  re- 
sources, organizers  supplemented  the  cost  of 
certain  booths  to  maintain  the  highest  quality 
arts  and  crafts. 

On  display  will  be  handmade  items  such 
as  rugs,  ceramics,  jewelry,  leather  goods, 
masks,  prints,  paintings  and  other  arts  and 
crafts  for  perusal . Most  works  are  for  sale. 

Before  the  event  seminars  on  the  busi- 
ness of  craft  allow  women  to  architect  strate- 
gies for  making  their  own  businesses.  This 
advances  a goal  of  the  craft  fair  which  is  to  lay 
the  groundwork  for  women  to  reach  their  full 
potential. 


□ Fri  • Dec  25  — Thur  • Dec  31 

THE  GIVING 

THE  GIVING  is  an  astonishing  new  film  which  provides  a unique  slant 
on  the  issue  of  homelessness  Shot  mostly  in  the  skid  row  area  of  Los 
Angeles  it  prominently  features  homeless  people  in  key  performance 
and  production  roles.  “THE  GIVING  features  a gripping  visual  style 
some  extraordinary  writing,  and  a story  the  blends  gritty  realism  with 
highly  stylized  elements  The  story  relates  the  journey  of  Jeremiah,  a 
brilliant  financial  executive,  into  the  world  of  the  homeless  where  he 
confronts  his  own  guilt  and  helplessness  as  well  as  the  scorn  of 
bregor,  leader  of  a homeless  encampment.  Jeremiah's  solution  to  his 
multiple  dilemmas  is  at  once  extreme  and  inevitable " — Robert 
Anbian.  Release  Print.  With  Kevin  Kildow  and  Lee  Hampton  Written 
and  d'rected  by  Eames  Demetrios.  B&W  35mm.  100  mins  1992 
USA. 

US  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 

NIGHTLY  at  7:00  & 9:15,  additional  Fri,  Sat,  Sun,  Wed  mats 
at  2:00  & 4:30 


3117  16th  (at  Valencia)  863-108 


□ Fri  • Dec  1 1 — Wed  • Dec  23 
ARMISTEAD  MAUPIN  IS  A MAN 
I DREAMT  UP 

Wonderful  holiday  entertainment!  The  hands-down  crowd  pleaser  at 
this  year’s  Lesbian  & Gay  Film  Festival.  ARMISTEAD  MAUPIN  is  an 
affectionate  portrait  of  San  Francisco,  and  of  the  man  whose  "Tales 
of  the  City"  have  inspired  thousands  to  come  here  Maupm  relates  a 
life  story  more  bizarre  than  his  fictional  characters',  while  local 
eccentrics  and  ex-colleagues  dish  and  praise  lavishly  It  is  also  a 
filmmaker's  fascinating  attempt  to  get  at  the  myth  and  meaning  of  San 
Francisco  Appropriately,  the  mood  is  capped  with  music  by  the  Gay 
Men's  Chorus.  Produced  by  Kristiene  Clarke  Directed  by  Kate 
Meynell.  In  Color.  16mm  Approx  60  mins.  1992  USA. 

Plus  a short  Him  to  be  announced. 

L.  US  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 

NIGHTLY  at  6:00, 8:00  & 10:00,  additional  Sat,  Sun,  Wed  mats 
at  2:00  & 4:00 


Women  electricians  power  the  booths  af- 
ter women  carpenters  build  them.  Women 
fund,  organize,  promote  and  assemble  the  fair, 
said  event  organizer  Debra  Castro. 

The  goal  of  the  craft  fair  is  to  promote  vi- 
sibility, economic  justice  and  empowerment  of 
women  artists  and  craftswomen,  especially 
those  outside  the  mainstream,  said  Castro. 

The  event  is  exclusionary  but  some  men 
have  slipped  through  the  jury  selection  by 
using  women’s  names.  These  men  are  quickly 
exposed  and  ejected,  Castro  said. 

Throughout  the  event  demonstrations  of 
divers  crafts  will  give  attendees  a window  into 
the  process  of  craft  making.  One  demonstra- 
tor, former  Mission  resident  Dee  Dee  Rodri- 
guez, said  most  people  are  familiar  with 
commercial  an,  but  the  fair  and  especially  de- 
monstrations “expose  the  public  to  original 
craftwork". 

Additionally,  a “Cultural  Rainbow  Caba- 
ret” will  present  a variety  of  entertainment 
from  dancing  to  singing  to  drama.  Julie  Padi- 
lla will  perform  a traditional  dance  of  Vera- 
cruz with  Angela  Arvizu  called  "jarocho".  It 
is  ironic  that  the  dance  has  influences  from 
Spain,  because  of  the  Quincentennial,  Padilla 
said.  However,  the  dance  does  provide  a glan- 
ce at  a traditional  Mexican  dance. 

In  conjunction  with  the  crafts  fair,  a tri- 
bute to  the  International  Celebration  of  500 
Years  of  Resistance  entitled  “Quincentennial: 
Chicana  and  Latina  Perspectives"  will  run  the 
duration  of  the  fair.  A latina  perspective  of 
the  last  500  years  is  the  theme  binding  the 
works  of  45  latina  artists. 

The  proceeds  of  the  fair  go  to  the  Wo- 
men’s Building.  It  sponsors  the  event  each 
year  and  receives  nearly  one  half  of  all  its  pu- 
blic support  from  just  such  events.  Woraen- 
owned  and  operated,  this  building  has 
inexpensive  offices,  meeting  space  for  over 
100  women’s  and  community  organizations, 
information  on  housing,  health  care,  domestic 
violence  and  employment. 

“The  event  gives  women  an  opportunity 
to  be  visible,”  said  the  fair  organizer.  “To  be 
on  the  other  side." 

The  14th  annual  Celebration  of  Craftswo- 
men runs  from  Saturday,  Dec.  12th  through 
Sunday  the  20th  at  Ft  Mason.  It  features  more 
than  230  women  artists,  plus  crafts,  demons- 
trations, entertainment  and  international  foods. 

Tickets  are  $5  at  the  door.  Kids  under  12 
are  admitted  free  and  there  is  free  childcare 
and  parking.  For  information,  call  431-  4141. 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 
888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11-8  Mon-Thur 

11-9  Fri-Sat 

11-6  Sunday 
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PICARO  CAFE 
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3120-16TH  St  431-4089 


& 


MEDIA  INTERNATIONAL 


BOOKS  VIDEO 

MAGAZINES  MUSIC 

3125-16THSt  861-2209 
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FIT  FORA 


Science  Diet’  Feline  Growth’  gives  your  pregnant  or  nursing  cat  the  extra  nutrients 
she  needs.  It's  properly  balanced  for  your  kittens'  growth  too.  Treat  your  queen— or 
kittens— royally  with  Science  Diet. 

BERNIE’S  PET 
SUPPLIES 

WE  DELIVER  ($5.00  Service  Charge) 

1367  Valencia 

(Near  24st  and  BART) 
550-2323 

WINNER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  SCIENCE 
DIET  EXCELLENCE  AWARD 


SCIENCE  DIET 


1 STRI  Ct(5 

/W_E_NbNN 


jm 


& 
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WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  2 

Veronica  (Clause  - brings  sultry  alto  styl- 
ings to  the  Marsh,  968  Valencia.  8:30  PM,  S6, 
641-0235. 

House  of  Myths  - artist’s  talk  by 
Suzanne  Kanatsiz  and  others  at  the  Capp 
Street  Project.  7 PM,  Free!,  270  14th  Street 
near  Mission.  The  installation,  by  Creativity 
Explored  (San  Francisco’s  only  full-time  art 
center  for  disabled  adults)  continues  through 
the  19th.  Information:  626-7747. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  3 

Solo  Dances  - Silvia  Martins,  veteran  of 
several  Belgian  troupes  at  Footwork  as  part  of 
the  1992  Edge  Festival  Schedule.  3221  22nd 
Street,  8:30  PM  (through  5th).  $10-12,  824- 
5044. 

The  Politics  of  Women  Killing  - music 
and  discussion  with  Theresa  Chandler,  Melis- 
sa Farley  and  Chris  Domingo.  Co-sponsored 
by  The  Clearing  House  on  Femicide.  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia.  8 PM,  $3-10, 
821-4675. 

Here  Comes  Angela  - winner  of  the 
Mission  and  dtywide  Supervisoral  vote  (see 
related  article),  President-elect  Angela  Alioto 
holds  a neighborhood  meeting  focusing  on 
“neighborhood  and  health-care  issues”  (and, 
no  doubt,  the  Giants).  5:30  PM  at  Everett 
Junior  High,  16th  and  Church  (554-7788). 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  4 

Paul  Landry  Benefit  - Landry,  a 
longtime  contributor  to  the  San  Francisco 
poetry  scene  has  been  directed  by  the  medical 
establishment  to  come  up  with  cash  or  his  can- 
cer treatments  will  be  cut  off.  So...  an  en- 
semble of  musicians  and  poets  including 
beat-era  legends  ruth  weiss  and  Howard  Hart 
are  throwing  this  benefit  at  Elbo  Room,  647 
Valencia.  8 PM,  $7  (more  if  you  can  spare  it), 
558-8112. 

I’m  Squatting  Disneyland!  • the  1992 
Anarchist  Gathering  will  be  held  through  6th 
in  Long  Beach,  California.  “Come  meet  new 
friends,  talk  about  building  a local,  national 
and  international  anarchist  movement  and 
have  loads  o’fun!”  Workshops  on  the  usual 
stuff.  Write  P.O.  Box  4472,  Long  Beach  CA 
90804-0472  or  call  1-  (3 10) -4 33 -0937. 

Blue  Sunshine  - narco-cult  shocker  of 
the  70s  returns  to  the  Roxie  for  One  Day 
Only!  to  scare  the  shit  out  you.  With  “The 
People  Next  Door”,  16th  and  Valencia  (863- 
1087). 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  5 

Annual  Rummage  Sale  - at  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  1661  15th  near  Mission. 
9:30  AM  - 3:30  PM.  647-0770  for  questions 
or  donations. 

O No  Coronado!  - Craig  Baldwin’s  new 
re/deconst  ruction  of  the  venerable 

Conquistador’s  hallucinatory  travels  through 
the  16th  century  American  Southwest  with 
Nao  Bustamante,  Matthew  Day  and  Gina 
Pacaldo  at  ATA  992  Valencia.  8:30  PM.  $5, 
824-3890.  Plus  Bruce  Bailie’s  “Mass  for  the 
Dakota  Sioux”  and  more! 

Works  in  Progress  - Josh  Kombluth 
continues  to  describe  his  year  as  a bewildered 
Princeton  freshman  grappling  with  calculus, 
politics  and  sex  and  Jovanka  Steele  tries  to 
break  the  mother/daughter  knot  at  the  Marsh, 
968  Valencia.  10:30  PM  (also  12th),  $7  ' 


Solstice  Dance  and  Music  -Jeaturing 
Anne  Bluethenthai  and  others  in  a benefit  for 
"Coconut",  a radically  feminist  musical  fable 
coming  soon  to  Theatre  Rhinoceros.  8 PM  at 
the  Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street  $7- 
20. 864-6653. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  6 

The  Splatter  Trio  - Myles  Boisen,  Gino 
Robair  and  Dave  Barrett  on  the  president- 
elect’s favorite  instrument  at  Radio  Valencia, 
1199  Valencia.  8 PM,  Free!,  826-1199. 

Daughters  of  Abya  Yala  - Juana  Vaz- 
quez, leader  of  the  Union  of  Yalalteca  Women 
of  Oaxaca,  Mexico  and  dancer/poet  Gina 
Pacaldo  at  Modem  Times,  888Valencia.  4 
PM,  Free. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  7 

Solo  Motion  - performances  developed 
in  workshop  with  Nina  Wise  at  The  Marsh, 
968  Valencia.  8:30  PM  (also  8th),  $6,  641- 
0235  for  performer  list  and  reservations. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  8 

Artist’s  Talk:  “Here”  - Sayed  Alavi  dis- 
cusses his  current  installation  at  the  Capp 
Street  Project,  270  14th  between  Mission  and 
South  Van  Ness.  7 PM,  Free!  See  Alavi’s  in- 
stallation through  the  19th,  626-7991  for  in- 
formation. 

Grupo  Videar  de  Mexico  - a three  day 
screening  and  discussion  with  a leading  video 
collective  from  Mexico  City,  sponsored  by 
and  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mis- 
sion. 7 PM  tonight  and  9th,  $3;  8:30  PM  spe- 
cial grande/vi deo/perform/danza  with  Barro 
Rojo,  $5.  For  information  call  Los  Huerfanos 
Electronic  Arts  Collective,  285-6255. 

How  I Learned  - Gldoria  Fryra  reads 
from  her  new  collection  of  short  stories 
“voices  from  a San  Francisco  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  doesn’t  advertise”  at  Modem 
Times.  888  Valencia,  7:30  PM,  Free. 

WEDNESDAY.  DECEMBER  9 

Pamela  Z - electronic  diva  and  founding 
member  of  the  Qube  Chix  at  the  Marsh,  968 
Valencia.  “Creative  juices  flow  and  audience 
delight  turns  to  ecstacy.”  8:30  PM,  $6,  641- 
0235. 

A Karen  Carpenter  Christmas  - "With 
the  help  of  many  guest  stars  including  David 
Cassidy  and  Barbara  Streisand,"  Karen  comes 
up  with  her  first  Christmas  album  and  special. 
Concocted  by  Tom  Ross  and  Morey 
Goldstein,  featuring  Katie  Guthom  as  Karen 
with  J.  Raoul  Brody  as  “Bob".  1062  Valencia 
near  22nd,  8:30  PM  through  27th  with  Sunday 
matinees,  $7-10.  Call  641-0235  for  times  and 
reservations. 

At  the  Speed  of  Life  (1st  Movement)  - a 
future  parable  about  media  control  and  resis- 
tance... “speed  culture,  addiction,  decay,  tech- 
nology and  the  myth  of  celebrity”  presented 
by  E’ickncs  Akimbo  at  Intersection  through 
20th.  8 PM,  $6-10,  626-3311  for  informa- 
tion/reservations. 

THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  10 

Private  Commitments,  Public 
Ceremonies  - Suzanne  Sherman  discusses  her 
book  on  lesbian  and  gay  marriage  at  Old 
Wives'  Tales,  1009  Valencia.  8 PM,  $3-10, 
821-4675. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11 
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The  Demon  Lover  - author,  poet  and 
editor  of  Ms.  Magazine  Robin  Morgan  reads 
from  her  anthology  of  selected  prose  at  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia.  Morgan  “has 
been  a prominent  activist  in  the  second  wave 
women’s  movement.”  8 PM,  $3-10,  821- 
4675. 

Bad  Boys!  - the  unpredictable  queer 
maestro  Johnny  D (called  “Baez  with  a buzz” 
and  worse)  along  with  Prague’s  Jim  Cert,  a 
maniac  with  an  accordion  whose  “Tom  Waits 
style"  melodies  are  ominous  for  those  who 
don’t  understand  Czech  and  downright  Kaf- 
kaesque  for  those  who  do.  Another  Stephen 
Parr  perverse  pairing  at  the  Elbo  Room,  647 
Valencia.  9 PM,  $5,  588-8112. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  12 

Border  Brujo  - contemporary  Latin 
American  cinema  by  Isaac  Artenstein  featur- 
ing Guillermo  Gomez-Pena’s  Border  Arts 
Workshop  plus  new  Argentine  and  Chilean 
films  and,  for  fun,  “Congamania”.  ATA,  992 
Valencia.  8:30  PM,  $5,  824-3890. 

Valencia  Voices  - open  house  magazine 
publication  party  2-5  PM  at  the  16th  & Valen- 
cia Community  Center,  513  Valencia  #12 
(863-  3064). 


The  Love  Posse  with  Moe  Dark  - record 
release  party  with  the  guys  plus  Dred  Scott, 
Click  Dark  and  Pamela  Z at  Komotion,  2779 
16th  and  Folsom.  9 PM,  $4/5, 648-4923. 

Open  House  - for  the  15th  anniversary  of 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center.  2868  Mission  at 
25th,  821-1155. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  13 

The  Vidalias  - original  and  traditional 
bluegrass  to  newgrass  at  Radio  Valencia,  1199 
Valencia.  8 PM,  Free!  826-1199. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  14 

The  Monday  Night  Marsh  - perfor- 
mance by  Robert  Arriola,  Regina  Brunig, 
Elisheva  Greenbaum,  James  Jacobs  and  In- 
geborg  Weinmann  at  the  Marsh,  968  Valencia. 
8:30  PM  (also  21st),  $6, 641-0235. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  15 

Midgett  Erotica  - close  out  the  1992 
Women’s  Voices  series  at  Old  Wives’  Tales, 
1009  Valencia  with  a “steamy  night"  of 
Midgett’s  original  erotic  works.  $3-10,  8 PM, 
821-4675. 

Voices  of  Light  and  Color  - benefit 
poetry  reading  for  Radical  women  at  523-A 
Valencia  (near  16th).  7 PM,  $4-7  (includes 
luscious  desserts  and  festive  eggnog),  864- 
1278. 

Poetry  at  Keane’s  - featuring  Geri  Di- 
Giomo,  Lee  Hopkins  and  Nancy  Keane.  3300 
Club  at  29th  and  Mission,  free  admission  and 
hors  d’ouevres.  7 PM,  824-0835. 

Music  in  the  Blood  - holiday  program 
directed  by  Candace  Natvig  at  the  Marsh,  968 
Valencia.  8:30  PM,  $6, 641-0235. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  16 

Rodney  O’Neal  Austin  - previously  of 
Klubstitute,  The  Lab  and  the  Castro  and  Fol- 
som Street  Fairs  makes  her  first  appearance  at 
the  Marsh  (968  Valencia)  with  Poco  Ritard 
(see  23rd).  8:30  PM,  $6,  641-0235. 

Down  By  Law  - the  band,  that  is  (not  the 
movie)  with  Strawman  and  Trenchmouth  from 
Chicago  at  Komotion,  2779  16th.  8PM,  $5/6 
(Komotion  members  can  reserve  at  the  door 
bycalling  861-6423). 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  17 

Primos/Cousins  - percussionist  and 
santeria  maestro  Ruben  Texidor  and  his 
primo,  the  “nattily-dressed”  poet  Alfonso 
Texidor  hold  forth  at  Dogeared  Books,  1173 
Valencia.  8 PM,  $2,  no  phone,  no  rules. 


Gift  Box  Crafts  for  Children  - make  a 
fancy  box  for  a holiday  gift  at  Mission 
Library,  ages  3 and  up.  Materials  provided. 
3:30  PM,  3359  24th,  materials  provided. 
Groups  should  reserve  by  calling  695-5090. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  18 

Night  of  the  Living  Wrecks  - Bone 
Cootes  ("Loserologist")  with  his  band,  Klip- 
shutz  ("Deathbed  Tapdance")  and  “boner  boy” 
Mel  C.  Thompson  ("This  Is  Not  My  Child") 
hold  forth  at  the  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia.  9 
PM,  $4-7,  558-8112. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  19 

Time  Bombs  - Deke  Weaver’s  special 
performance/video  and  lots  of  strange  stuff 
from  Santa’s  (or  is  that  Satan’s)  workshop 
closes  out  the  1992  Other  Cinema  series  at 
ATA,  992  Valencia.  8:30  pm,  $5,  824-3890. 

Mursh  Holiday  Benefit  Party  - at  968 
Valencia.  Josh  Kornbluth,  Lisa  Kotin,  lan 
Shoales  and  more  Marsh  regulars  and  new- 
comers. 8 PM  to  ?,  $10,  641-0235. 

Big  Jim  Memdorial  Holiday  Party  - 
Komotion ’s  6th  annual  holiday  party  and  last 
show  of  1992.  Surprise  guests.  Free  - but 
bring  a gift  for  Komotion...  a roll  of  toilet 
paper,  a bucket  of  paint,  a dessert...  2779  16th 
at  Folsom,  8:30  PM. 

Annual  Santa  Claus  Christmas  Parade 

down  24th  Street  from  Mission  to 
Hampshire,  9 AM  to  3 PM.  Free  toys  for  tots 
- call  MECA  at  826-1401  for  forms  and  infor- 
mation, 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  20 

Francis  the  First  - jazz  with  guitar,  bas- 
soon and  cello  at  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valen- 
cia. 8 PM,  Free!,  826-1 199. 

Latin  American  Literature  Symposium 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission 
at  25th.  Call  821-1155  for  information  and 
panelists. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  23 

Scary  Songs  and  Carols  - in  recognition 
of  religion’s  frightening  turn  to  the  right,  Poco 
Ritard  presents  a special  evening  of  tunes  to 
terrify.  Celebrity  guests  promised!  at  the 
Marsh,  968  Valencia.  8:30  PM  $6, 641-0235. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  25 

Jesus  Was  Born  Homeless  Too  - return- 
ing to  the  Roxie  for  the  holidays  through  31st 
is  Eames  Demetrios’  “The  Giving",  relating 
the  collission  of  Jeremiah,  a brilliant  financial 
executive  and  Gregor,  leader  of  a homeless 
encampment.  3117  16th  at  Valencia,  863- 
1087  for  times,  info. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  27 

John  Clark  Quartet  - jazzes  it  up  (for 
free!)  at  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia.  8 
PM,  826-1199. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

Ring  in  the  Old  - with  lovely  Ludwig 
van  B.’s  Ninth  interpreted  by  the  Community 
Music  Center  and  scads  more,  for  Free  (see  ar- 
ticle this  issue).  432  Mason  at  Post,  10PM 
(and  you  can  celebrate  New  Years  in  the  Loin 
after),  647-6015. 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  1 

Who  You  Is?  - Laura  Conway  performs 
from  “The  Lost  Gospels  of  Mary  Magdalene" 
and  Q.  R.  Hand  from  “Native  Tongue"  and 
more  at  the  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia.  9 PM, 
$4-7, 558-8112. 

Wax,  or  the  Discovery  of  Television 
Among  the  Bees  - an  "inspired,  maddening, 
nuclear-powered  bughouse  rant”  by  David 
Blair  with  William  Burroughs  ushers  in  the 
Clinton  Years  at  the  Roxie  through  7th,  3117 
16th  Street,  863-1087. 
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THE  ACUPUNCTURE 
FILE 

by  Sally  McMullen,  L.Ac.,  D.N.B.A.O. 

TIS  THE  SEASON  TO  ACHE 
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The  holiday  season  brings  joy  to  many 
but  pain  to  those  who  suffer  from  arthritis. 
Many  people  want  to  know  how  long  they  will 
need  treatment  before  they  feel  improvement. 
This  is  a hard  question  to  answer.  Each  per- 
son responds  differently  to  treatment.  Each  is 
at  a different  level  of  health  before  treatment 
begins.  I hope  the  following  case  study  will 
shed  some  light: 

A 39  year  old  woman  who  had  never  had 
acupuncture  or  Chinese  herbs  before  came  to 
my  office.  Her  complaints  were  numbness 
and  stiffness  in  her  neck,  elbows,  wrists, 
fingers  and  knees.  She  had  difficulty  walking 
due  to  stiffness  and  pain. 

Her  secondary  complaints  were  that  she 
usually  felt  tired,  had  loss  of  sleep  due  to  joint 
discomfort  and  was  under  a lot  of  stress.  She 
thought  she  might  be  coming  down  with  a 
cold. 

In  taking  her  medical  history  I learned 
that  she  had  been  having  joint  pain  for  about 
four  years.  After  checking  her  pulses,  blood 
pressure,  etc.,  I agreed  that  she  was  coming 
down  with  a cold.  Her  joint  pains  were  Wind- 
Chi  1 1 -Numbness,  otherwise  known  in  Western 
medicine  as  arthritis,  which  was  blocking  cir- 
culation of  energy  ("Qi")  and  blood. 

The  first  step  in  her  treatment  was  to  treat 
the  cold/flu  problem,  which  I did  with 
acupuncture  and  herbal  supplements.  Once 
the  cold  was  gone  the  next  step  would  be  to 
treat  the  arthritis  by  “Opening  the  Channels 
and  Spreading  the  Qi  and  Blood". 

One  week  later  she  returned  for  a second 
treatment.  She  reported  that  the  first  treatment 
had  been  very  effective.  She  felt  relaxed  after- 
ward, and  the  herbs  cleared  her  cold 
symptoms  right  away.  By  this  time  she  felt 
more  confident  that  acupuncture  might  work. 

So  we  began  treatment  of  her  arthritic 
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a good  night’s  sleep)  and  increase  energy. 
There  were  twelve  herbs  in  the  formula. 

On  her  next  visit  the  patient  reported  that 
her  arthritis  pains  were  not  as  sharp  as  they 
had  been,  but  she  still  felt  stiffness  in  walking. 
Obviously,  we  were  on  the  right  track. 

By  the  fourth  visit  she  reported  that  the 
stiffness  was  now  “off  and  on"  rather  than 
constant.  She  was  jogging  a bit.  Her  body  did 
not  feel  chronically  chilled.  No  miracles  had 
happened  but  there  seemed  to  be  a steady  im- 
provement. 

However,  on  her  fifth  visit,  the  patient 
reported  she  was  feeling  “fine".  Her  stiffness 
was  negligible.  At  this  point  I adjusted  her 
herbal  formula,  taking  out  some  of  the  arthritis 
herbs  and  adding  more  energy  herbs.  It  was 
too  soon  to  discontinue  the  arthritis  herbs 
completely.  1 repeated  the  basic  acupuncture 
treatment. 

Sixth  visit:  NO  SIGNS  OR  SYMPTOMS 
OF  ARTHRITIS!  It’s  hard  to  know  who  was 
more  pleased,  doctor  or  patient. 

Of  prime  importance  to  the  outcome  of 
this  case  was  the  fact  that  the  patient  followed 
through  with  her  treatments.  She  was  also 
gratified  that,  emotionally,  she  was  feeling  “on 
an  even  keel”.  She  felt  more  relaxed  in 
general  and  had  a “smoother  energy  flow”. 

Painful  joints  are  seen  in  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  frozen  shoulder,  tendinitis,  gout  and 
osteoarthritis.  Acupuncture  and  Chinese  herbs 
can  be  effective  in  treating  all  these  condi- 
tions. And,  the  pain  relief  can  be  long  lasting, 
condition.  I did  a simple  acupuncture  treat- 
ment for  joint  pain  and  prescribed  herbal  sup- 
plements as  well.  Her  herbal  prescription  was 
a combination  of  two  classical  Chinese  for- 
mulas that  I adjusted  to  fit  her  particular 
symptoms.  The  herbs  functioned  to  stop  pain, 
nourish  the  blood,  strengthen  the  bones  and 
tendons,  warm  the  body,  pacify  the  spirit  (for 
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San  Franciscans  got  a major  boost  last 
month  when  we  were  one  of  three 
municipalities  in  the  nation  to  be  awarded  a 
$200,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  (H.U.D.)  for 
expanding  the  capacity  of  our  nationally 
recognized  SEED  (Self  Employment  & 
Enterprise  Development)  Program. 

SEED,  which  is  operated  under  my  Of- 
fice of  Community  Development,  provides 
funds,  training  and  ongoing  technical  assis- 
tance to  low  and  moderate -income  San  Fran- 
ciscans interested  in  starting  their  own 
businesses. 

Since  its  inception  in  1986,  San 
Francisco’s  SEED  program  has  started  more 
than  200  businesses  which  have  created 
employment  for  the  business  owners  and  an 
additional  300  jobs  for  San  Franciscans. 

San  Francisco’s  SEED  has  become  a na- 
tional model. 

SEED  employees,  as  well  as  empowers, 
low  and  moderate-income  San  Franciscans 
through  business  ownership.  This  diffeis  from 
job  training  and  placement  programs  in  that 
business  ownership  enables  individuals  to  cre- 
ate employment  and  to  build  an  asset  to  sup- 
port their  families. 

The  grant  from  H.U.D.  will  allow  us  to 
expand  the  SEED  program  to  do  outreach  to 
an  additional  300  San  Franciscans.  Our  goal 
is  to  assist  25  individuals  with  starting  busi- 
nesses in  1993  and  to  prepare  an  additional  15 
entrepreneurs  to  start  businesses  in  1994. 

SEED  has  assisted  several  Mission  resi- 
dents with  starting  successful  businesses  in- 
cluding Edward  Bingham,  owner  of  GAN CO 
Construction  Company,  Thanh  Ma,  owner  of 
Fung  Wong  Bakery  & Restaurant,  Irma  Batis- 
ta, owner  of  Irma’s  Pampangan  Restaurant 


FROM 

WHERE 

I SIT 

by  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 


and  Rebecca  Delgadillo,  who  owns  a catering 
business.  Other  types  of  businesses  started 
with  the  assistance  of  SEED  include  an  inte- 
rior landscaping  service,  a picture  framing 
business,  a toddler  clothing  manufacturer  and 
a wholesaler  of  ready-made  sandwiches. 

SEED  was  initiated  with  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  funds  in  1986  as  a 
demonstration  project  in  response  to  low  and 
moderate-income  San  Franciscans  interested 
in  starting  businesses.  SEED  is  administered 
through  a consortium  of  five  neighborhood 
based  nonprofit  agencies  working  in  partner- 
ship with  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development.  The  neighborhood-  based  non- 
profit agencies  include  the  Community  Out- 
reach and  Pre-  Enterprise  Services  program, 
the  Center  for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee  Reset- 
tlement Center,  the  Association  for  Children’s 
Rights  and  Services,  San  Francisco  Renais- 
sance and  the  Women’s  Initiative  for  Self- 
Employment. 

Through  the  neighborhood-based  non- 
profit agencies,  aspiring  entrepreneurs 
received  business  readiness  training,  ongoing 
business  management  assistance  and  technical 
assistance.  After  program  participants 
graduate  from  the  training  programs,  they  are 
eligible  to  apply  for  up  to  $5,000  in  start  up 
loans  provided  by  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development. 

In  addition  to  Community  Development 
Block  Grant  Funds  and  the  support  from 
H.U.D.,  private  funding,  particularly  from 
Bank  of  America  Foundation,  Levi  Strauss 
Foundation  and  PG&E,  has  played  a key  role 
in  SEED’S  development  and  ongoing  opera- 
tion. In  fact,  PG&E  recently  contributed 
$155,000  to  San  Francisco  Renaissance  to 
support  the  SEED  program. 
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Tel.  863-3700 

MING  S GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

OPEN  HOURS:  11:00  am.  - 8:30  pm.  Closed  Sunday 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 


PI  SUSHI  CAFE 

□ 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 

OPEN  MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

LUNCH  12:00  - 4:00  • DINNER  5:30  - 10:00 

SUNDAY  CLOSED 

2140  Mission  Street  Between  17th  and  18th  j (415) 

861-0972 

Photography 

Fiestas  de  Quinceanera.  Other  Occasions. 
Family  Portraits.  Couples.  Children. 

WEDDINGS 

George  Azar  510/849-9119 
Joe  Hakim  415/285-4849 
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SHELTER  SKELTER 


A TRUE  TALE  OF  INTER-SPECIES 
LOVE  AND  BUREAUCRATIC 
DEPRAVITY 

by  Frank  Deadbeat 

T.  Ig  was  gone,  leaving  an  Ig-shapcd 
hole.  People  saw  me  walking  around  looking 
sad,  pathetic. 

“Jesus,  Frank,  you  haven’t  looked  this 
bad  since  your  old  girlfriend  left  you  for  that 
circus  geek  because  he  made  more  money 
than  you.  Did  someone  in  your  family  die?” 

“No." 

“Well,  did  you  lose  your  job?" 

“Not  yet.” 

“Get  cancer  from  smoking?” 

“Still  working  on  it.” 

“OK  then,  why  the  blue  face?  Why  the 
walking  around  in  broken  circles  like  a dis- 
aster victim?" 

“Catless, " I explained,  turning  out  the 
pockets  of  my  indigent  soul.  “The  Ig  hath 
fled.  I am  catless  in  Gaza!" 

“For  crying  out  loud,  Frank,  just  get 
another  cat!  Call  it  an  early  Christmas  present 
to  yourself,  only  spare  us  this  ’Sorrows  of 
Werther'  routine  - ugh!  It’s  like  watching  an 
orangutan  play  Hamlet!” 

Accordingly,  after  a decent  interval  of  in- 
decision, I walked  my  tailless  primate  self 
over  to  the  city  animal  shelter.  “Animal  care 
and  control"  it  says  on  the  side  of  the  building, 
with  a logo  depicting  a blue  bird  inside  a 
white  cat  inside  a blue  dog  - presumably  to  il- 
lustrate the  food  chain.  Obeying  another  sign, 
I put  out  my  cigarette  before  letting  the  build- 
ing swallow  me. 

Inside,  there  was  a long  counter  with  two 
or  three  people  behind  it  looking  vaguely  busy 
in  a bureaucratic  sort  of  way...  also  a few 
armed  guards  loafing  around,  drinking  coffee, 
no  doubt  ready  to  pump  hot  death  into  the 
mob  of  animal  liberationists  which  may  ap- 


pear at  any  moment  to  free  all  the  dogs  and 
cats  and  cockatoos  and  chickens...  Trying  to 
appear  as  normal,  calm  and  anthropocentric  as 
possible,  I approached  the  counter. 

I’d  like  to  adopt  a cat." 

“Second  floor,  to  your  right." 

Well,  I knew  where  the  cats  were,  having 
been  to  the  shelter  recently  to  look  for  the  ig, 
but  it’s  always  polite  to  ask,  to  let  these 
bureaucrats  feel  in  control.  They  need  that. 

What  the  cats  need,  each  one  waiting  in 
its  little  cage,  is  to  be  gotten  the  hell  out  of 
there.  No  wonder  armed  guards  roam  the 
building;  seeing  all  those  funy  prisoners  is 
enough  to  bring  out  the  animal  liberationist  in 
anyone.  Of  course,  I could  only  save  one  of 
those  poor  cats;  and  as  soon  as  I saw  Gummo 
I knew  he  was  The  One.  He  was  (and  is)  pitch 


black,  with  a two  pronged  tail  and  a tendency 
to  drool  when  he’s  happy.  Well,  I figured, 
one  drooling  mutant  deserves  another. 

Downstairs,  I gave  the  woman  behind  the 
counter  Gummo’s  prisoner  ID  number:  65079. 
“Fill  out  this  form,”  she  said.  I filled  it  out,  all 
except  the  blank  for  my  landlord’s  name  and 
phone  number.  Why  should  these  people 
know  that  much  about  me? 

“Because,”  the  woman  said,  “we  need  to 
make  sure  it’s  OK  for  you  to  have  a cat  in  the 
apartment." 

“Of  course  it’s  OK.  I’ve  always  had 
cats!" 

“I’m  sorry  but  I can’t  help  you  unless 
you  give  me  the  information  I need.” 

“I  don’t  have  it  with  me!” 

She  shrugged.  I could  tell  she  was  enjoy- 


ing this. 

“OK,”  I said,  and  leaned  across  the 
counter.  “I’ll  be  back." 

The  problem  was,  the  only  way  to  get  my 
landlojd  on  the  phone  is  not  to  pay  rent  for  a 
month  or  two  and,  unfortunately,  I was  all 
paid  up.  I knew  that  by  the  time  the  shelter 
got  airOK  from  him,  Gummo  woultf probably 
be  long  gone. 

That  night  I got  drunk  and  told  all  this  to 
my  friend  James.  “Just  give  ’em  m^  phone 
number,”  he  said.  “I’ll  be  home  all  day 
tomorrow.” 

So  that’s  what  I did.  The  woman  took 
the  form  I filled  out  and,  to  my  amazement, 
ran  James’  name  and  number  through  her 
computer! 

“I’m  sorry,”  she  said,  “but  the  name 
you’ve  given  me  is  not  who  I show  listed  here 
as  owner  of  that  building..." 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  ALL  THAT’S 
HOLY,  WOMAN,  I’M  NOT  TRYING  TO 
DEFRAUD  THE  ALMIGHTY  STATE!  I 
JUST  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A GODDAMNED 
CAT  BEFORE  YOU  PEOPLE  GAS  IT  TO 
DEATH!” 

“Now,  ’sir’,  there’s  no  reason  to  get 
upset!” 

A guard  appeared,  unsnapping  his  holster 
flap.  “Is  there  a problem  here?” 

I stalked  out,  fuming.  A few  days  later 
my  girlfriend  Kathie  went  in  and  pretended  to 
adopt  Gummo.  She  properly  filled  out  the 
form,  including  the  name  and  number  of  her 
landlord  (who  is  easy  to  reach  because  he  lives 
upstairs  from  her,  and  who  agreed  to  play 
along  with  our  conspiracy)...  Of  course,  the 
woman  behind  the  counter  didn’t  even  bother 
checking!  Aaargh! 

Oh,  I know  I shouldn’t  get  upset;  all’s 
well  that  ends  well...  Right  now  Gummo’s  in 
the  back  yard  chasing  birds;  and  me,  I think 
I’m  ready  for  my  medication. 

Merry  Catraas. 


Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN 


) Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 


p 

-3 

• COUPON 

4500  Mission  St. 

(In  S.F.’s  Excelsior  District) 
Santa  Rosa  & Mission 

CHICK  • N • COOP 

P SSSST  $099 

mrnrn  DINNERS 

(Half  chicken  with  potato,  bread, 
butter  and  salad  or  vegetable) 

OPEN  10  AM  - 8:30  PM 

FOOD  TO  GO 


For  your  dinning  pleasure 
in  the  EXCELSIOR 

CHICK  • N • COOP 

Restaurant 

Phone:  586-1538 

4500  Mission  Street 

(at  Santa  Rosa) 

OPEN  7 Days  a Week 

10  AM  - 8:30  PM 
OPEN  AT  11:00  SAT  & SUNDAY 

Chicken  • Ribs  • Beef  • Ham 
Pastrami  • Corned  Beef  • Turkey 

Senior  Citizen  Specials 

Daily  Specials 


(ZkliAtMOb 

Savwy& 

50%  OFF 

FRAMED  ART 
ON  DISPLAY 


OFFER  EXPIRES  1/30/93 


\VM 


TAQUERIA 


M BAY  AREA  S BEST  BURRITO  " 

- SF  BAY  AREA  GUARDIAN 


T 


IT"  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 


3071  - 16th  Street 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11:00  AM  TO  12:00  PM 


Taquiza 


Fresca  y Rapida 


